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T hath often been made a 
queſtion, whether novels 

and romances (for upon this 
occaſion they are not diſtin- 
guiſhed) have been productive 
of greater good or harm in the 
world. It would, however, 
be of little uſe to determine 
2 3 | this 


„ 

this point, were it poſſible to 
determine it. I ſhall there- 
fore content myſelf with ob- 
ſerving, that the ſame queſtion 
might, with equal propriety, 
be put with reſpect to drama- 
tic compoſitions, and, indeed, 
every ſpecies of writing addreſ- 
{ed to the imagination and the 
paſſions, ” 
Of one thing, however, 
there can be no doubt, — that 
compoſitions of this fort may 
be made to produce good ; may. 
be made to afford inſtruction 
and improvement as well as a- 
muſement and pleaſure, unleſs 
NG 
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it be ſaid, what has indeed been 
often inſinuated, that whate- 
ver is pleaſing muſt be frivo- 
lous ; and that a book, in or- 
der to be uſeful, muſt neceſ- 
1 be dull. 
But 3 of this 
ſort come by much by too late. 
1 application of fable and 
fiction to moral purpoſes has 
been authoriſed by the practice 
of all ages. Nor have the wi- 
ſeſt and moſt virtuous diſdained 
to convey their leſſons of in- 
ſtruction to mankind through 
the medium of fictitious nar- 
rative and repreſentation. 

As aa 


t n 
The writer of A Has 
indeed one conſiderable advan- 
tage over the hiſtorian of truth. 
The latter 1s neceſſarily pinned 
down to real facts. to the re- 
lation of what hath actually 
exiſted. Nor can he be juſti- 
fied in the lighteſt variation, 
for any purpoſe whatever, from | 


ww 


the authorities upon which 
his narrative is built, Whe- 
ther his relation be intereſting 
or not, whether good or bad 
inferences may be drawn from 
it by the reader of his work, it 
3s quite out of his province, as 
well as beyond his power, to 

dttermine. 


determine. He muſt give the 
facts as he finds them, and 
leave the effect, to be produced 
by them, whether good or 
bad, to others. „ 
But the writer of fiction hath 
à far wider range. He has 
facts at his command. His 
invention is in no caſe confi- 
ned within ſtricter bounds than 
the probable. ' Nay, he will be 
often juſtified if he keep barely 
within the poſſible. Being thus 
an abſolute maſter of his ma- 


terials, it muſt be from his 


want of ability and «ſkill, or, 
what is worſe, of good inten- 
tion, 


( x ) 
tion, if the reſult be not # 
work of utility as well as en- 
tertainment. It muſt certain- 

Iy be his own fault if it hold 

out examples unfavourable to 


virtue, or contain a ſingle ſen- 
tence of a licentious or immo- 
ral tenden cy. | 
Every thing that is intereſt „ 
ing is moral. Whatever 42 
touches the heart muſt be fa- 
vourable to virtuous impreſ- 
ſions. And, though the moſt. 
ſelfiſh, and even the cruel, in 
real life, have ſometimes been I 
obſerved to ſhew very ſtrong | 
marks of ſympathetic ſenſibili- 


ty | 


| T1 

ty in caſes of f#itious repre- 

__ ſentation, yet it can never be 

ſaid that ſuch ſelfiſhneſs or 
cruelty hath been, or can be, 
favoured by theſe occaſional 
feelings. The truth indeed 

1s, that theſe deteſtable quali- 

| ries have taken root and grown 
1 up in the mind from other 
cauſes and aſſociations, and in 
ſpite of this natural ſenſibility. 

The following narrative is 
directed to one ſingle object. 

ö It is meant to be throughout | 
+ interefiing. And, thou gh there 
be, here and there, intcrſper- 
ſed ſcenes of deſcription mere- 


ly, 


. — 
ly, and imagery, it is hoped 
that, however little merit they 
may have in themſelves, they 
may ſerve at leaſt as a ſort of 
convenient reſting- places to 
the mind, which would be un- 
able to ſupport an unremitted 
exertion of its ſympathetic 
feelings. 

The firſt idea of this ſtory 
was ſuggeſted by a well- known 
fact in the Engliſh hiſtory. It 
is thus related by Mr. Hume. 
« One ſtory, commonly told 
* of him, (Colonel Kirke,) 
te is memorable for the treach- 
«ery as well as the barbarity 
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that attended it. A young 
maid pleaded for the life of 


her brother, and flung her- 
ſelf at Kirke's feet, armed 


with all the charms that 


beauty and innocence, ba- 


thed in tears, could beſtow 


upon her. The tyrant was 


inflamed by deſire, not ſoft- 


ened into love or clemency; 


He promiſed to grant her 
requeſt, provided that ſhe, 


in her turn, would be es 


qually compliant to him. 
The maid yielded to the 


conditions. But, after ſhe 


had paſſed the night with 


“him, 


HT. 
* him, the wanton favage 
* next morning ſhewed her 
« from the window the dar- 
ling object, for whom ſhe 
had ſacrificed her virtue, | 
* hanged on a gibbet, which 
he had ſecretly ordered to 
e be there erected for his exe- 
e cution. Rage, and deſpair, 
* and indignation, took poſ- 
<« ſeſſion of her mind, and de- 
© prived her for ever of her 
6 ſenſes.” 

The author makes no  apo- 
logy for his many variations 
from the hiſtorical relation 
which gave him the firſt hint 
| N 
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of his own ſtory. He meant 
his narrative to be a fiction. 
And yet, however dark the 
colours in which he hath en- 
deavoured to paint his Tur- 
kiſh tyrant, it muſt be allow- 
ed that he hath not gone be- 
| yond the bounds of probabili= 
ty, and that the copy is equal- 
led, at leaſt, if not ſurpaſſed, 
by the original. 
Much leſs does he think * 
neceſſary to apologize for the 
fortunate concluſion of his 
ſtory. He has always been a 
friend to what is called poeti- 
cal juſtice. And, as he felt 
dies 
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winding up his narrative of 
iſtreſs, he truſts that his re- 


— — 


ers will experience, in ſome | 
egree, the ſame ſatisfaftion. 
8  SERAPHINA, — 


SERAPHINA, Sc. 
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LETTER: I. 
OSMAN, COMMANDER OF THE 
FAITHFUL, TO IBRAHIM, PRI- 


MATE OF THE DIVINE LAW. 


TBRAHIM, I am troubled in 
<= ſpirit, I tell thee, ſovereign 
prelate, that Oſman, the mighty 
Oſman, a king that dwelleth in 
the earthly Paradiſe, ſon of Ma- 
homet, | and conqueror of the Ma- 
cedonians, is himſelf a moſt con- 
Vol J. B temptible 


temptible fave! — A ave to bis 
paſſions! Ibrahim, I have deter- 
mined to be free. 
Perhaps thou wilt condole with 
me on my ill ſucceſs againſt the 
Poles. The diſgrace lies heavy at 
my heart; but it is not the ſole 
cauſe of my grief. No, moſt ve- 
nerable Mufti; although I loſt the : 
battle, and with it eighty thouſand 
men, yet I gained a prize richer 
chan the mines of Golconda. I 
gained the prize of beauty! I re- 
turned with the fair Seraphina. 
She ſhone in my train, like the 
blaze that follows a comer, daz- 
zling the eyes of the beholders. I 
Was — by her charms. My 
9 


IT, 

proud heart was ſoftened by the 
muſic of her complaints, and I re- 
garded her as the angel of Paradiſe. 
My ſoul recoiled at the thought of 
treating her as a ſlave, I ſeparated 
the apartments of the Seraghio, that 
look upon the ſmooth ſea of Mar- 
mora, from the Sultana's haram, 
and decorated them for her - recep- 
tion, I appointed ſlaves and eu- ; 
nuchs to attend her. In the hour 
of phrenzy I declared my impor- 
tunities ſhould never ceaſe till I 
had won her heart ; ſwearing, at 
the ſame time, never to force her 
affections or violate her chaſtity, 
Yes, Ibrahim, I ſwore by the bead 
_ of - Mabomet. Hence _ proceeded 
B2 * 


C4) 

my grief, Ulappointnien/ hd con 
fuſion. ioo vm 

With ſhame I 2 on my _ 

conduct. What avalls it that the 

laws of the holy Prophet proclaim 


me lord of a thouſand women? A- 
las! I burn with deſire. A thou- 
fand times I have been tempted to 
break the raſh' oath I have taten 
but T am a Muſſulman, and dare 
ot. 1 know, ſovereign prelate, 
thou couldſt give me abſolution; 
but would not my conſcience ſtill 
tell me I had ſinned? I dare not 
violate the laws of the Prophet. 
I defire thy advice. Teach me to 
clude the law without breaking it. 
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Holy Mufti, I command thee to 


quiet wy conſcience. += not 


GI 2 | 
Senarhiva 10 Juv. 


EFORE Wage attempts to *. 
this letter, ſhe muſt collect all 


her fortitude. It comes from a pri- 


ſoner and a mourner.; from a poor 
ſufferer whom heaven has ſmote 
with the hand of affliction. Start 
not, Julia, it comes from Seraphi- 
na. Gracious heaven! from that 


Seraphina who once was the hap- 


pieſt of women: who, a few ſhort 


B 3 days 


©? 
days ago, was the idol' of her ſur- 
rounding friends, the favourite 'of 
Julia, and the wife of Orlando. 
© 7 Julia, I have a tale to tell that 
will pierce your heart. Tou have 
not, like me, deen intimate with 
grief: you have not felt the weight 
of accumulated ſorrow. How, 
then, will you be able to read the 
cruel tidings I am going to relate ? 


I have not words to ſoften the ago- 


nizing tale. O my full heart! Or- 
lands is no more! — your brother is 
Hain! He fell by the hands of aſ- 


 ſaſſins. 


Our army had gained a complete 
victory ; the enemy was routed, and 

my dear lord retired, in the even- 
ws | og e ing, 


the extremity of the camp, whence 
I had anxiouſly bcheld the battle. 
O, my Julia! my heart danced 
with joy at his return. He ran to- 
wards me; he claſped me in his 
arms; then eagerly ſnatched the 
infant from my: boſom, and ex- 
claimed, « Seraphina, our country 
< is victorious. Should our child 
<« live to fight in her future cauſe, 
ce may heaven inſpire him with a 
“ ſhare of that courage which hath 
ec ſupported his father through the 
« perils of this day.” The tear of 
joy ſhone upon his cheek. We 
bleſt each other. It was a moment 
not to be deſcribed, —it was a mo- 
5 B 4 ment 


(8 ) 
ment of rapture. — 
ceed ? O dreadful-reverſe! 
Our mutual 6 
ee finiſhed, when a party of 
the enemy ſuddenly ruſhed from 
behind a thick knot of oaks, that 
ſhaded the tent, and fell upon us 
inſtantly. The gallant Orlando 
held the infant in one arm, and de- 
fended himſelf with the other; but 
he was. overpowered by numbers, 
and fell covered with the gaſhes of 
a hundred ſcymitars. My poor in- 
fant too !—Oh that the mother had 
ſhared. its fate ! but, alas! I am 
_ reſerved for greater calamities. 


I Was inſtantly hurried away; 
and, at this moment, am confined 


at the court of Oſman. Nay, 
more; the ſplendid Barbarian per- 
ſecutes me with attentions and aſſi- 
duities. O, ſhocking to relate, I 
am ſolicited to become the miſ- 
treſs of a wretch whoſe ſword 
ſtill reeks with the blood of = 
huſband ! 

Julia, vou will not expect I 
ſhould tell you my feelings. They 
are too horrible for deſcription, : 
Alas! I have a dreadful proſpect | 
before me. May Providence di- 
rect my footſteps, and guard me 
from the rocks and precipices that 
ſurround me. Whatever be my 


fate, you ſhall know all that befals 
me, Whilſt I live J will, from 


24»; . 
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time to time, continue to you the 


narrative of my misfortunes. 


PII" 8 — i | ' — | } 
LETTER * 


IBRAHIM TO THE MIGHTY OSMAN, 


COMMANDER OF THE SHINING 


EMPIRE. 


NOVEREIGN Lord, I kiſs the 
duſt of thy feet; and, ſince 

thou haſt commanded me, as a ſer- 

vant of the great prophet, to ex- 


plain the precepts of the divine 


law, fo far as they regard the oath 
thou haſt taken, I beg thou wilt 
pardon. the freedom of thy ſlave, 


nb 101661 0. 
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ho every day lifts up * yenera- 


ble hands 1 in thy | behalf, and whoſe 


life is one continued ſcene of de- 
votion and abſtinence. 2 

2 was ſeized with inexpreſſi- 
ble horror, find thee even 


ſuggelt a crime * enormous as 


that of breaking a ſolemn oath 
which thou haſt ſworn hefore the 


holy prophet. Know, dread lord, 
that in the writings of the four 
principal Imaums is the following 


law : CE He that violateth an oath, 
0 which he hath ſworn by Maho- 


e met, is inevitably doomed to 


" Aaraff. 3 for what pur- 
poſe 


* 1 to the Mabometaps, he that is ſen- 


| tenced to Aaraff cannot enjoy the felicities of Paradiſe, | 
but he is ſecured from the torments of the damned. 


(C 
poſe wouldſt thou perpetrate this 
wickedneſs? Why, merely to ob- 
tain a woman, and that woman a. 
priſoner and a Chriſtian! Conſi- 
der, mighty lord, art thou not al- 
ready in poſſeſſion of the moſt beau- 
5 | tiful of her ſex? Doth not thy ſe-, 
3 raglio abound in virgins who are as. 


fair as the daughters of Paradiſe ? 
Virgins with flowing hair and lips. 
of coral; tall and ſtraight as the. 
eedars on the mountain; whoſe 
boſoms are whiter than the {wans of 
Perſia ; whoſe breaths are ſweeter 
than the gale that paſſeth through 
Arabia the Happy. - Attend to the 
blandiſhments of thy fair ſultanas, 


* 


and return the unhappy Seraphina 


to 


(3 ) 
to her native country. Suffer het? 
no longer to diſturb thy repoſe. 12 
mitate the example of Scipio he : 
Roman, who, in a ſimilar ſituation, 
ated the nobleſt part; preſenting” 
_ the fair captive to her diſconſolate 


lover with the following memora- 
ble —B 
„ When your captived miſtreſs 
K brought to me by my ſol- 
4 diers, and 1 was informed of 


3 


55 your extreme attachment to her, 
e (what, indeed, from her beauty 


c 


N 


I eafily credited,) I inſtantly re- 
Y ſolved, as far as was in my pow- 


er, to favour your views. 
« made your caſe my own, 1 


* 


0 


conſidered what would be my 
. cc OWn 


| << own wiſhes in ſimilar circumſtan- 
be | ts ces of an ardent and legitimate 


» 


be paſſion. With us, therefore, 
ze ſhe has lived in the ſame delica- 
< cy of reſerve as when among her 
c parents and friends. L return her | 
« ſpotleſs and inviolate, and, 28 
te ſuch, a preſent worthy. yourſelf 


n 
Magnanimous Oſman, conquer 
thy paſſions, and ſhew thyſelf wor- 
chy to be ranked among the true be- 
lievers! 5 


LETTER 
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LETTER I. 


A Few dye ago I wrote to my 
dear Julia a tale of woe. I 


now reſume the pen to continue 
the relation of my calamities. 

I told you of the odious paſſſon 
the tyrant had conceived for me; 
but I did not then perceive the fatal 
point where i it muſt inevitably end. 
This haughty Turk, at whoſe nod 
whole kingdoms tremble, has been 
kneeling at my feet. He has made 
the moſt ignoble ſupplications. Al- 
ternately humble and arrogant, he 

has wounded me with entreaties, 
and 


Lu) 
and inſulted me with threats. But 
heaven has given me courage to re- 
ſiſt the one and deſpiſe the other. 


Heaven, which has heaped upon 
me the heavy burthen of ſorrow, 
has given me reſolution to endure, 
without complaining, the puniſh- 
ment it inflicts. Oh! Julia, could 


you now behold the tender- hearted 
Seraphina, who, in the calm days 


of proſperity, was the child of fear 


and gentleneſs; that Seraphina, 
who, when we together took our 


evening rambles over the moun- 
tains of Kaymar, would tremble at 
an approaching ſtorm, and almoſt 


ſhudder at the ruſtling of an oak z 


could you now behold her, impri- 
ſoned 
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| ſoned within theſe lofty- walls, 
whoſe tops are covered with em- 
braſures, towers, and battlements; 


could you ſee her ſurrounded by g 
her guard of black eunuchs, who 


attend on all her ſteps, grinning 

like demons, and flaſhing their 
broad ſabres in the ſun; or could 
you ſee her retired within her apart- 
ment, expoſed to the hourly threats 
and inſults of an unfeeling tyrant, 
whoſe terrible looks would almoſt 
petrify the heart of courage; ſurely 
you would drop a tear over the ſuf⸗ 

ferer, and own ſhe was an object 
of pity! Yet I am calm and re- 
ſigned. Heaven has increaſed my. 


fortitude 1 in proportion to my mi- 
Vol. I, C ſery. 
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ti. Why ſhould I complain, or 
what have I now to fear? Bereft 
of a young and amiable huſband, — 
a lovely and firſt-born infant, —a- 
Jas! I have nothing more to loſe, 


* 
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Nothing now remains to me but to 
ſeek the quiet grave. Now I could 
meet death with tranſport ; yet 
death even to the unhappy is dread- 
ful. To me, in my former ftate, 
it would have been more than terri- 
ble. Then it was a dreary valley, i 
à dark, a gloomy, ſcene; now it 
appears a fair proſpect, that grows 
brighter as it is more cloſely ſur- 
veyed. Its hills are covered with 
_ everlaſting green; Its paths are 
ſtrewed with flowers : | paths, that T 
ITT — 9 long 


long to tread,— paths, that lead to 
| happineſs and to ( rlauds ! 
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SERAPHINA TO JULIA. 

| HERE will my ſorrows end? 
My danger every moment 
increaſes. I am ſurrounded by a 
tide oſ miſery, It riſes, it gathers, 
upon me. It will ſoon be at the 
higheſt, and I muſt inevitably be 

overwhelmed. S at or 

Read the. two incloſed letters, 
and you will learn the cauſe of this 
new diſtreſs. O Julia, I could 
freely die, but I cannot ſupport a 
living death ! oe 
:iE:6a:- LEFIEX 
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HASSAN=HALI, PHYSICIAN TO THE 
GREAT SULTAN, TO THE BEAUTI= 
| _ . FUL AURORA, FAIREST OF THE 
| © GREEK VIRGINS. 4 


J Convey this letter privately to 
= thy fair hands through the aid 
of Amurat the black eunuch. The 
zncloſed,“ from the ſovereign, Oſ- 
man, nearly concerns. thy fair friend 


—— 


| Seraphina, the lovelieſt of captives. 
= As I have been admitted to her 

- preſence by means of my profeſ- 
tion, I have had an opportunity to 
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« 2 Þ 
behold and ie admire the | beavty of 


this unfortunate ſtranger. I do not 
wonder, charming Aurora, at thy 


zeal in the intereſts of Seraphina. : 


Like thee ſhe is beautiful; "Ie 
thee ſhe is ſorrowful. The bright 
ſun of happineſs never ſhineth upon 
her countenance, but her rears, like 


thine, drop faſter than the rain. 2 2 


heaven. 


The e of Osman, in 


N thee for the companion of 
Seraphina, was a fortunate event. 
It was the will of the great pro- 
Phet. Thou wilt ſympathize in 


her ſorrow, and aſſiſt her with thy 
advice. 1 need not tell thee, I 


2 find means to elude the com- 
„ mands 
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mands £njoined me 


o 
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man in the letter which 1 om 
tranſmit to thee. Farewel. May- 
eſt thou enjoy the reward of thy 
virtues in the bliſsful bowers of Pa 
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OSMAN THE MAGNIFICENT, SUL=- 
r | tot 
TAN, TO THE PHYSICIAN HAS= 

ug Es, * | . | F 7 6 ( 


SAN-HALI. 


ALI, thou haſt a great ſhare 

1 in my favour. Thou wilt 
continue to deſerve my protection 
by thy good offices. I have con- 
fidence in thy diſcretion, therefore 
I open to thee the ſecrets of my bo- 
ſom, -1 have a high opinion of thy 
ſkill. 


ſing the groſs humours of the bo- 
dy, thou muſt now preſcribe for a 
diſeaſed mind. My diſorder is of 
| the moſt inveterate kind; it is a 
fever of the ſoul. Hali, I burn 
with deſire, but 1 dare not gratify 
my paſſion. I beheld a maiden, 
fair as the roſy morning, bright as 
the noon-day ſun. I contempla- 
ted, with a kind of extatic rap- 
ture, the united charms of youth 
and innocence. I bowed. down. 
to the fair form, and ſwore by the 
great prophet never to violate it, 
My reſolution ſeemed tobe prompt · 


„ 
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ade by heaven; but the ſpark of re» 


verence that cauſed it is now chan: 
ged to a flame of paſſion, which 1 
C 4 in 
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not ſuſpect I 
caſion to cancel my vow. I did 
not imagine there could be a ne- 
ceſſity for violation. 
aphina did not, like my other 
ſultanas, fly voluntarily to my arms; 
ſne would, at leaſt, yield to my in. 
I — . 297 
I tell thee, Hali, Seraphina ha- 
teth me. What! and ſhall Oſman 
tamely bear the ſcorn of a woman? 
Heaven and earth! ſhall Oſman, 
to gratify whoſe palate the ſurface 
of the globe is ranſacked for beau- 
ty; Oſman, who is lord of a thou- 
ſand virgins; Oſman, beneath the 
ſmile 


4 * 


30 
ſmile of 'whoſe'counitenance Beau- 
ty grows, and ripens, as the peach 
beneath the autumnal ſun; _— 
he ſue, and be denied! ots. 
I é cannot ſupport the ou 


My ſoul is worked up to m adneſs. 


By heaven! this haughty fair one 
ſhall be ſubdued. Hali, thou art 


a phyſician. I have heard there are 


certain drugs, which, when pros 


perly applied, take violent hold on 


the imagination. In ſnatching 4 
favour from' one who hath not 
power to refuſe it, we cannot be 


ſaid to violate his "inclination. 


Thou underſtandeſt me. Let a 


medicine of this nature be admini- 


tered to Seraphina. Do it inſtant- 
Men „„ — 
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(Ce 
hy and take heed thou form not ex- 
nor uſe deception, Shoul 
to evade my com- 
mands, the evil be on thine ow 
head. | My inclinations have once 
already been croſſed by a Muſſul- 
man. His perſon was ſacred, and 
his: dignity ſhielded him from my 
reſentment. The man, . who next. 
dareth to light my injunctions, lo- 
eth his bead! 


LETTER A” 


. .  SERAPHINA TO JULIA, 
O longer a tame ſufferer, I am 
rouſed from my lethargy of 
grief. I am armed with the ſhield 


of indignation.” - Every means that 
human invention can furniſh does 
this ſplendid tyrant put in practice | 
in order to gain me to his purpoſe. 8 
Fe has deſcended from the height 
of deſpotiſm to become a moſt pu- 
ſillanimous flave. The tremen- 
dous threatener is loſt in the moſt" 
abject of flatterers. Thus he con- 
tinues the ſame inveterate enemy, 
though he has adopted a more dan- 
gerous mode of attack. This ar- 
tifice hath awakened all my appre- 
henſions, and my utmoſt vigilance 
is called forth to counteract it. 
The black eunuchs no longer terri- 
fy me with the claſhing of their fa- 
bres ; the guard is removed from 
the 


the gates of my apartment. No 
longer a cloſe priſoner, I am free fl 
to range the gardens of the ſeraglio, 
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with a band of lovely virgins in 
my train, who fupply the place of 
my late footy companions ; and, to 
complete the folly of my oppreſſor, 
he himſelf kneels at my feet a hun- 
dred times a day, blazing with gold 
and diamonds. Alas! how ſhort- 
ſighted are mortals when their views 
are directed only to the comple- 
tion of their own impetuous de- 
ſires ! Does he think theſe ſplendid. 
trifles, theſe gaudy adulations, can 
compenſate for the loſs of my li- 


herty? or, for what to me has been 


(9%) 


a far greate the * of a tender 
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Oh, Julia! 1 here make a vow, 


before that great Being who looks f 


into the hearts of men, never to 
beſtow on another thoſe affeRions . 


which were  Orlando's when he li- 


ved to- bleſs me, and which now 1 
devote to his memory. Orlando 


in the heart of Seraphina ſhall Rill | 
live. Death has ſeparated him 


from me, but it is only the ſepara- 
tion of a moment. He is gone 


forward on his journey. IJ am pre- 
paring to follow him. In the hap- 
P/ days of our infancy, when we 


Ported together, when we frolick- 


ed in the ſun-ſhine, when we ran 


over 
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we rambled through the thick 
woods, it was then Orlando's cuſ- 
tom to run Sefore. When ſtopped 
by a brook, or caught by a bram- 
ble in the way, how have I ſtrug- 
gled to come up with him! Alas! 
he is {till before, and I ſtill pant to 
overtake him. But the tide of woe 
flows high around me. Life itſelf 
is the bramble in which I now am 
entangled. Alas, I cannot get 
= | 
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FAITHFUL, TO HAMET, GRAND 


VIZIER. © „VV ; 


Ho didft right to intercept | 
s the letters of our fair captive 
to her friend. We thank thee for 
thy art and thy diligence. The 
means thou deviſedſt to effect this 
were worthy thyſelf. Thy 
conduct fixeth thee in our beſt o- 
| Pinion, and ſheweth thou art equal 
to the taſk I have impoſed upon 
Thou well knoweft, that to 
ſubdue this proud Chriſtian is the 
favourite object of my ſoul, I have 


9 
at 


(#2) 
it more at heart even than the inte- 
reſts of my empire. I had rather 
conquer this beauteous e than 
millions of kingdoms. I have 
raſhly put it out of my power to 
effect this by force; it muſt, there- 

Tore, be accompliſhed by policy. 
I am not ſorry her firſt letter eſcaped 
thy notice, as it will- bring an an- 
ſwer which may lead to ſome diſco- 
veries that may inſtru& us how beſt 

to ſoften the ſtubborn heart of Se- 
raphina, Thou wilt be particular- 

ly careful that this anſwer doth not 
eſcape thy detection. As to the 
grand traitor Haſſan-Hali the phy- 

| ſician, let him periſh in the net he 
hath woven for himſelf, He ſhall 

feel 


feel the weight of my reſentment; 
but let him live a little longer in 
unſuſpecting ſecurity. His fate 
| ſhall be ſudden as the ſtorm that 
ſucceedeth a perfect calm. My rer 
venge ſhall fall upon him like a 
blaſt; it ſhall ſtrike him as . 
thunderbolt from heaven. 200 
I ejoice with thee, that we have 
found out the conſpirators. Ach- 
med, the aga of our Jantzaries, 
who once dared to avow his paſſion | 
for the fair Greek Aurora, is their 
leader. I deſpiſe theſe indolent Ja- 
nizaries. By their cowardice I loft 
the battle in Poland. They ſhall 
be chaſtized, I tell thee, Hamet, 
the ſoldiery intend to erect at Da- 
2 D maſco 
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maſco ſhall whip them. Iwill my- 
ſelf go immediately into Aſia to 
raiſe theſe new troops. Thou 


— 
c 


* 


RES 


In panyhicn} yo r{7 pred poo © reorde hu 


"abs 


* — — 
Ver ALA Ir AE LARS WE eg or pe It ne * 
— 


3 
x} Y 


( 3+ ) 


knoweſt I have pretended a pilgri- 


mage to Mecca, to proſtrate myſelf 


before the tomb of the holy pro- 


phet, whoſe anger is ſuppoſed to 


have fallen upon me on account of 
my ill ſucceſs againſt the Poles. 


I defire thou wilt prepare my equi- 


page for this pretended pilgrimage. 
Do not forget my treaſure: get 


ready the furniture of my horſes, 


my plate, and jewels. Turn all 
thou canſt into money. Above all, 


be careful of the gold, and let the 


filver lamps in the moſques be 
meirod; > q — will take care of 
Seraphina, 


wv» 
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precious trea- 
ſure. She mall be my companion 
in this enterprize. If I cannot 
bend her heart I will break it. My 
ject is to ſubdue her; my ſe- 
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JULIA TO SERAPHINA. 


ae 


Seraphina! dear friend and 


companion of my youth, two 
long weeks are now ſince 1 
received your cruel letter. In vain 
I have watched every poſt that hath 
ſince arrived. No farther tidings 
bo D 2 have 


(41 - 
have I been able to hear of you. 
Ah, lovely mourner ! why Udo you 1 
keep me in this terrible ſuſpenſe? 
Every day do your diſconſolate 


friends flock round me with ſtream- 


ing eyes and expreſſive looks, anxious 


ö to know, yet fearful to enquire, 
mn your deſtiny. Even the ſervants 
_ paſs each other in gloomy filence, 


ſhaking their heads, and, by their 
ſignificant geſtures, ſnewing their 
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ſolicitude on account of their be- 

loved miſtreſs. Keep us no longer 
in this tormenting uncertainty. Re- 
member the promiſe you made in 

that letter which hath driven peace 

for ever from our boſoms: © What- 

* eyer be my late, you ſhall know 


cc all 


n 
« all that befals me. Whilſt Ilive, 
( J will, from time to time, conti- 
e nue the narrative of my misfor- 
7 tunes.“ 

O heaven what are we to think 2 2 
| Seraphina, art thou too ſnatched 
from me? Was it not enough to 
loſe Orlando ?. to loſe a fond, an 
indulgent, brother? Am I alſo to 
be deprived of my deareſt friend? 
A friend, who from infancy has been 
a ſharer in all my joys, a partaker 
in all my ſorrows. Ah! lovely 
ſufferer, are you then gone? A- 
las! what now avails it that all 
human means have been taken to re- 
deem you from captivity? Why 
have we flattered ourſelves with the 
1 53 deluſive 


c# ) 


aeluſive hopes of reſtoring you to 


your weeping friends? Why have 
the roads to Warſaw every day 
ſwarmed with meſſengers? To 
what purpoſe has our intereſt at 
court proved ſucceſsful ? 
Seraphina, if my prophetic fears 


are groundleſs, and you are ſtill a- 


live, have compaſſion on your ſuf- 
fering friends. Write, — inſtantly 


write. Whatever be your trials, 
whatever your afflictions, fear not 


to relate them. We know your 
virtue will never ſink beneath your 
misfortunes. Your ſenſe of duty 


and honour will ſupport you under 
the moſt ſavage cruelties. O bear up 


a Wen longer, and all will be well! 
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LETTER XI. 


HAMET, GRAND VIZIER, ro os- 


MAN, COMMANDER OF THE GLO- 
' RIOUS EMPIRE. 


HE n 'n of ay h humble 

llare, when he goeth to exe- 
cute thy commands, are ſwift as 
the fleeting ſhadows that paſs over 
the great deſert. I here diſpatch a 
ſecond letter⸗ (which detected by 
the ſame means as the former) from 
the friend of the incomparable Se- 
| raphina. It ſeemeth to bring much 


intelligence; but the abilities of 
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( 40 ) 
thy faithful ſervant cannot pene- 
trate into the ſecrets f it containeth. 


Dread Lord, it is like unto the 
| Caſpian lea, which hath neither be- 
ginning nor end; which hath no 
outlet nor communication, yet it 
is agitated by tides, and ſwelleth as 
if to diſcharge itsmighty waters. 
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LETTER. A 
| JULIA TO SERAPHINAs , 


\ Seraphinal weep with me,— 
weep with joy and tranſport! 
I have bliſsful tidings to relate, that 
will remove the cloud of | ſorrow 
from your brow, and attune all 
your ſoul to gladneſs and delight. 
: AX e, oli 
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Büt 1 dare not truſt you yet. 
The happy information would be 
too mighty for your ſpirits. It 


would overwhelm you in your pre- 


ſent ſituation. 


Ah! why will you not write to 
me ? l aſk but one ſentence, one 
line,—one word. Do but tell me 
you breathe. 


Oh! if Seraphina has not been 


entirely cruſhed by the burthen of 
miſery which has fallen upon her; 
if, after all her ſufferings, ſhe Hill 


lives, ſhe will yet be an ey 
py * 
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LETTER XIII. 
HASSAN-HALT, PHYSICIAN, TO THE 
© MOST LOVELY AURORA. | 

HAVE an opportunity of ad- 
| * JAdreſling thee once more, and, 
for the laſt time, through the affiſt- 
ance of Amurat, the benevolent 


eunuch. I write to admoniſh thee | 


that thou be guarded in all thy en- 
deavours to ſerve thy beautiful aſ- 
ſociate, Seraphina the Chriſtian, 
Thy conduct is narrowly watched. 
In every corner of the gardens 
there are female ſpies, who emulate 


each other in ſtriving to gain the 


favour of the Sultan by comple- 


5 ting 


1 
ting thy ruin. Moſt amiable Au- 
rora, beware of that fawning beau- 

ty, Ardaxa, who is deceitful as the 
crocodile that lurketh for the . 

gyptian traveller. Warn thy friend 
againſt liſtening to her flattery, her 
ſpecious advice, and, above all, 
I am ſorry to acquaint thee that 
all the letters which Seraphina hath 
written to her friend (except the 
firſt) have been ſtopped by Hamet 
the grand vizier, who hath alſo 
| ſeized others that were addreſſed to 
her in return. Among the former 
is a letter which! formerly received 
from the fultan, and which I tranſ- 
mitted to thee. 2 incloſed 
2 it | 


4 


it in a letter to her friend, and, by 
an unlucky perverſion, it hath re- 
turned to Oſman. 1 1 
It behoveth me therefore to * 
void the emperor's reſentment. 
Charming Aurora, I am compelled 
to fly to Iſpahan, but carry with 


5 me a light heart. 
If thou art diſpoſed to e my 


Jaſt counſel, dedicate thy whole. life 
to friendſhip and gratitude. Let the 
noble youth Achmed ſtill hold a 
place in thy deareſt affections. He 

brave and generous. He once 
ſaved thy life, and now is medita- 
ting a deſign to reſtore thee to li- 
berty. N 


@ 45, ) 
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I leave my beſt wiſhes with Se: 
raphina, thy unfortunate compa- 
nion. In thy ſervices towards her; 
for thine own ſecurity, uſe caution 35 
but be to her in reality a friend and 
ſiſter. That ſhe may have the 
conſolation of writing to her af- 
flicted friends, I have deviſed a 
ſtratagem to prevent her future let- 
ters from falling into the hands of 
Oſman. * F 
- Amurat the eunuch informs me, 
that, in the ſublime cardens, to- 
wards the Aſian ſhore, there is a 
ſtately row of orange trees, whoſe 
branches droop with the weight of 
their golden fruit, and almoſt ren- 
der the path beneath 1 impervious to 
_— | the - 


e 

che ſolitary paſſenger; From the 
midſt of this avenue ſhoots forth ia 
cloſe walk, planted on each ſide 
with myrtles, and overſhadowed by 
a double row of ſtately oaks. A 
pedeſtal ſtands at the termination 
of the retreat, on which is fixed a 
ſmall marble urn, half-hidden from 

the view by a profuſion of eglan- 

tine and creeping honey-ſuckles. 
The urn is hollow within, and hath 
a lid which may be ſhifted at plea- 
ſure. In this veſſel the fair Chriſa 
tian may ſafely depoſit her letters, 
and the faithful Amurat will tranſ- 
port them thence to the houſe. 

of Achmed, who, on thy account, 
hath intereſted himſelf in the miſ- 


fortunes. 
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Poliſh letters, 


* 
* 


7 
* 


He 


patch them to their 


The. 


tination. 


turn, 


muſt be addreſſed to Achmed, 


who will deliver them to the eunuch 
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to be lodged in the ſame ſanctuary. 


Aurora 
thou ceaſe to tread the thor- 


ing 
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in our cauſe, we are well informed 


is ſecretly our enemy. Intrigues 
are hatching between her and the 


inſolent Achmed, aga of our Jani- 


zaries. She muſt no longer be the 


companion of Seraphina; there 


fore let them be immediately ſepa- 


rated. It is our will that Aurora 
be removed to the ſolitary caſtle 
that 


FAITHFUL, TO ZELIM, PRINCE | 


AURORA, the young Greek, 
who profeſſeth ta be ardent 


K 
that ſtands in the great wilderneſs 
at the extremity of our royal gar- 
dens. We will conſider of her 
fate. She is a tender ſhrub that 
might have grown and flouriſhed 
under our protection ; but ſhe de- 
ſerves to be cropped and thrown a- 
way ere ſhe be ready to bloſſom. 
Towards the miſtreſs of my ſoul, 
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the lovely Seraphina, there mult be 
obſerved a different conduct. Ze- 
lim, ſheis like the ſtately fir on the 
i brow of Carmel, that trembles at 
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the rude aſſault of Eaſtern winds, 


but cannot be uprooted by the 
mightieſt tempeſt, Let her conti- 


er eee 
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nue in the magnificent apartments. 
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Anticipate all her deſires, and gra- 
_ * 
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tify every wiſh of her heart. Let 
her have young and handſome vir- 
gins to attend her. Select from the | 
| haram thoſe of the. moſt noble air 
and. delicate ſhape, and let their 
dreſſes be compoſed of the richeſt 
ſtuffs, and ornamented with the 
brighteſt diamonds. Let their 
golden belts be curiouſly wrou ght, 
and the moſt brilliant jewels ſparkle 
in their hair. When ſhe goeth to 
the bath, the virgins ſhall ſtrew 
roſes and violets. in her way; and, 
when ſhe walketh forth to muſe in 
the-gardens, they will frolic before 
her, and delight her with their 
177 
They 
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They will glide over the fmooth- 
ſhaven green to the found of tile 
ſweeteſt inſtruments, hide them=- 
ſelves near the flowery alleys where 
ſhe paſſeth, and ſuddenly ſpring 
forth from the lemon- groves to ſur- 
priſe her. They will fix the ten- 
drils of grape- vines and the bou ghs 
of jaſmine acroſs the paths, and 
impriſon each other in thickets of 
myrtles, ſweet-briers, and honey- 
ſuckles. 

No deſires will they have but to 
feaſt the ſenſes of Seraphina. Their 
delight will be to dance before her 
in a thouſand graceful attitudes ; 
diſplaying their ſmall tapering an- 
cles, and unveiling their white bo- 
E a ſoms 


( 52 ). 

1 ſoms to the ſun · beam. To indulge 
her ſenſes with ſweet odours, they 
will bruſh through the fragrant 
plants of myrrh, olives, and car- 


damum ; and their ſongs, by moon- 
light, will raviſh her ears with the 


ſweeteſt melody. Her apartment 


ſhall be called the Temple of Hap- 
pineſs. The ſwallows ſhall build 


their propitious neſts beneath her 
roof: the melodious nightingale 


ſhall warble under her windows : 
the doves ſhall fit in couples on the 
orange-trees : the goldfinches ſhall 
inhabit the filbert-hedges that en- 


compaſs her dwelling. The banks 


of the running waters, that wind 
around her, ſhall be covered with 
; the 
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the ſweeteſt flowers: the whiteſt 
ſwans ſhall ſport | in the reedy rivers 
that murmur near her retreat. 


Zelim, 1 muſt poſſeſs her. My 
jappinets, my very exiſtence, de- 
pends upon her ſmile. The plea- 
ſures that attend a crown are inſipid 


without her. Without Seraphina 


enjoyment is but exceſs of miſery. 
Glory itſelf is but an empty idea, a 


fleeting ſhadow, and life a wilder- 


neſs of weeds and thorns. Zelim, 
I muſt not loſe her. I had rather 


be deprived of the empire: of the 


faithful! 


E 3 LETTER 


LETTER xv. 


AURORA, THE GREEK, TO SERA- 


PHINA. 


Have eſcaped one moment from 
the vigilance of my guard, to 
inform my dear friend that ſne may 
ſafely truſt her letters in the marble 


urn, in which ſhe will ſoon find a- 
nother᷑ epiſtle from the afflifted Au- 


rora. 


— 


LETTER 


LETTER xv. 


HAMET, GRAND VIZIER, TO os- 


MAN, KING OF THE EARTHLY 


PARADISE. 


the fig-tree droopeth be- 
neath the rays of the glorious ſun, 
ſo doth thy ſervant proſtrate him- 


ſelf when he approacheth towards 
thy preſence. Dread lord, it is the 


duty of thy ſlave to ſtudy, ff, thy 


perſonal welfare, and, afterwards, 
the intereſts of thy ſplendid empire. 
Illuſtrious Oſman, beware of 
thine enemies! Every corner of 
1 „ _ me 


MAGN ANIMOUS Sultan, as 


89 
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the ſublime Porte teemeth with 
conſpirators; ſlaves who are diſ- 
ſatisfied with thy government; who 
behold with jealous eyes the glo- 
| rious ſplendour of thy reign. 
Mighty prince, it is neceſſary to 
haſten thy journey to Damaſco. 
The people are highly averſe from 
thy undertaking ; nay, there are trai- 
tors who pretend to pry into thy 
real deſign. The Janizaries and 
Spahies* came unto me in a tumul- 
tuous manner, and, in high, inſo- 
lent, language, commanded me to 
withdraw my approbation, and diſ- 
ſuade thee from the pilgrimage. 
But I have begun the preparations 

neceſſary 


* Horſe-ſoldiers, 


(57) 
neceſſary for the enterprife. Thy 
plate hath been melted, and ſent 
over to the Afian ſhore; and the 
filver lamps from the moſques are 

boiling in crucibles. 
For thy beautiful companion, Se- 
raphina, I have prepared a moſt 
ſumptuous retinue. T he turbans 
of her ſlaves are covered with oſ- 
trich feathers: her horſe is a milk- 
white Arabian: her bridle is ſtud- | 
ded with diamonds : and a hundred 
virgins have been employed in em- 
broidering her ſaddle- cloth with 

flowers of ſilver and gold. 

Dread lord, beware of thine e- 
nemies! They are numerous as the 


fands on the immeaſurable deſert. 
-LETT ER 
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LETTER XVI. 


OSMAN, SOVEREIGN OF THE EARTH, 
TO HAMET, GRAND VIZIER OP 
THE ILLUSRTIOUS PORTE. 


AMET, preach no more! 
The foul of Ofman is , 
ſtranger to fear. 
Am I not lord of the holy cities 
Mecca and Medina, ſhining with 
divine glory? Heaven itſelf would 
blaſt the arm that ſhould be raiſed 
againſt the commander r of the faith- 
M$ | 
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LETTER XVII. 


| SERAPHINA TO my 


A T length 1 have found means 
to convey a ſecond letter to 


my deareſt friend. I call it a . 
cond, becauſe, although I have 
written many, you have received 
but one. The reft have fallen into 
| the hands of Oſman. *. 
8 Providence, my dear Julia, has 
hitherto enabled me to withſtand 
the ſubtle attacks of this deſpicable 


tyrant, who is practifing upon me 


the moſt refined arts of deception. 
ES. I 


( 60 ) 

Iam lodged in ſuperb apartments, 
in the gardens of the ſeraglio. The 
ſweets of - Paradiſe bloom around 
me. The moſt delightful produc- 
tions of art and nature conſpire to 
furniſh me with a ſucceſſion of plea- 
ſures. Luxurious entertainments 
are continually prepared on my ac- 
count. Does Oſman think theſe 
tinſelled pageants can afford me any 
real ſatisfaction? How little do 
theſe Eaſtern voluptuaries know of 
the human mind! By his ideas of 
happineſs he meaſures mine. Ju- 
lia, he is applying to the ſenſes. 
what he ſhould addreſs to the heart. 


2 


In 


0.03, } 
In Continuation. 


I have been interrupted by Oſ- ; 
man. He came to me, attended 
by a ſplendid train, in order to 
conduct me to a ſpectacle. As it 
may give you ſome idea of the a- 
muſements of the ſeraglio, I will 
attempt a deſcription of this enter- 
tainment. | _ 
At the gate of my apartments, I 
was placed in an open chariot, on 
the right hand of the ſultan. We 
' were drawn by eight ſlaves, whoſe 
dreſſes were of the richeſt ſilks, 
embroidered with gold. A party 
of eunuchs, with drawn ſabres, 
preceded the carriage, Immediate- 
ly 


< 66 
* behind us, came their general, 


followed by an innumerable train 
of attendants. In this manner we 
proceeded, through the gardens of 
the ſetail, till we came to a cloſe 
ferpentine walk, chat winds chrough 
a thick grove of cypreſs, laure], 
almonds, balſams, and other beau 

: tiful ſhrubs ; at the end of which 
we beheld a magnificent gate. 


Here we alighted from our carriage: 
tlie gate immediately opened, and 
we ſaw twelve female ſlaves, Who 
conducted us a few paces up a nar- 
row avenue to a ſmall grotto, into 
which we entered, and thence de- 
ſcended to a ſubterraneous paſſage, 
whoſe ſides and roof were of po- 

limed 


0 
Ithhed marble, and illuminated by 


an immenſe number of lamps of 


various colours. We proceeded a 
confiderable way through this paſ- 


ſage, when we came to a winding 


ſtaircaſe, which we began to aſcend. 
We now loſt * of the lamps : 
the light of the ſun broke in upon 
us, and brightened as we advanced. 
But, when we arrived at the top, 


J was aſtoniſhed by a ſcene which 


opened ſuddenly to my view. I 


found myſelf beneath a moſt ſuperb 


canopy, ſituated in the midſt of a 
circular green, which was ſurround- 


ed by a thick plantation of ever- 
greens, intermixed with flowering 
ſhrubs, and- ſcattered over with the 

ns moſt 
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moſt Blicious fruit trees in fol 
bearing, ſuch as oranges, almonds, 
: figs, e lemons, and pomegranates. 

1 was ſeated on a ſopha at the right 
hand of the ſultan, and the ſlaves, 
c who had hitherto attended us, ſer- 
ved up a refreſhment in golden veſ- 
ſels, conſiſting of coffee, ſherbet, 
and exquiſite ſweet-meats, Mean- 
while, the moſt charming voices, 
accompanied by muſical inſtru- 
ments, iſſued from every part of 
the ſurrounding grove. As ſoon as 
our repaſt was finiſhed, upon an 
appointed ſignal, the whole lawn 
was in an inſtant covered with beau- 
tiful females, who ſuddenly ſprang 


from behind the e, where they 
had 


had been goncealed. A party of 
them immediately began to play, 
and fing the ſweeteſt airs; whilſt, 
others danced round them with 
exquiſite grace and agility, exhi- 
biting their lovely forms in the 
moſt faſcinating attituaes. 

As ſoon as the dance was finiſn- 
ed, they approached our tent, head- 
ed by a ſultana, remarkable for her 
beauty, who carried in her hand a 
ſmall wreath compoſed of white 

jaſmine- flowers and violets, which 
ſhe had knotted together ; and, firſt. 
bowing herſelf to the ground, pla- 
ced it on my temples. A general 
' ſhout of triumph was now given; 
and I was conducted back to my a- 

„„ partments 


( & ) 
partments amidſt the anclamations 
of theſe beautiful but bee 
bemales. | 


In Continuation. 


I have now a profpe& of hear- 
ing from my deareſt Julia, which 
is the greateſt conſolation 1 can 
poſſibly receive in my preſent un- 
— ͤðͤ v „ 

have kept this back to ieee 

bes that a letter willreachme by be- 
ing directed, under cover, to. The i= 
2 Iufrious Achmed, agaof the Janixa- 
te ries, at Conſtantinople.” This me- 
thod of conveyance has becn agreed 
vponby * Be not ſurpriſed 
% "= 1 


c e) 
View rater od repeat the word 


with gratitude! Yes, deareſt Ju- 
lia, in a nation of barbarians, ſhut 


up among ſlaves and infidels, has 


your Seraphina found two compaſj- 


, ſionate beings, who, though they 
cannot reftore her to tranquillity, 
have, at leaſt, alleviated her ſuffe- 


rings! One of theſe is a lovely 


Greek captive, who has aſſiſted me 


with her counſel, and participated 5 
in all my ſorrows. But, alas! ſne 


too has been taken away. And 
the only real friend I have now left, 
among myriads of flatterers, is a 


poor faithful ſlave, to whom nature 


has given a countenance dark as e- 
m but has added to it a gene- 


. rous 
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tous and feeling heart. His very 
ſmiles are fierce and terrific, but 
his ſoul ſhrinks and draws back at 


the touch of woe. Julia, at the 


relation of my ſufferings, I 8 have 


ſeen the tear of pity trickle down 
the check of this amiable ſavage. 
O bounteous nature ! thou art e- 


very where the fame. The poſſeſ- 


for of a palace and the wild inhabi- 


tant of a deſert are alike thy chil- 
dren. Thou haſt dealt to them an 
equal ſhare of feeling ; and they 
are ſparks of the ſame valuable dia- 


mond differently un 


— 


take * In the cd which L left 
in N poſſeſſion you will find, 


e of Þ wrapped 


66% 
wrapped up in ſattin paper, a lock 
of poor Orlando's hair. Do not 
forget to ſend it in your letter. 
During the ſhort time I have to 
live, I will wear it, as a moſt pre- 
cious relict, next my heart. 


ha 0 » = 
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LETTER UX. 


ACHMED, AGA OF THE INVINCIBLE 
| JANIZARIES, TO THE CHARMER 
or HIS SOUL, AURORA, FAIREST 


OF THE GREEKS. 


7 MURAT the eunuch, who 
. bringeth a letter, which 1 
have received from the unfortunate 

FF 2 ; captive, 
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Sieve hath promiſed tb conceal 
this within a marble urfi in the 
ſublime gardens, where he aſſureth 
me thou wilt inevitably" find it. 
As he is in great haſte, I have only 
time to inform thee that I have 


heard of thy diſgrace and confine- 
ment. Excellent Aurora! thou 
knoweſt my heart! what then doſt 


thou think are my feelings ? Fair 


charmer of my ſoul, I here ſwear, 
by the faith of a Muſſulman, I 


will never ſcek to enjoy again the 


Tweet ſociety of peace till I have ſa- 


tisfied my revenge. By the holy 


prophet, I will not reſt till I have 
depoſed this mighty ſultan. Hath 


he not robbed me of all my earthly 
treaſure ? 


0 * 
treaſure 2 Did he not ſnatch thee 
from me in the very moment when 
my expectations were wound up 
to the higheſt pitch of happineſs ? 
when I was on the eve of being 
united to thee for ever? The ſoul 
of Oſman is loaded with the guilt 
of baſe ingratitude, malice, and 
perfidy. Let him dread my reſent- 
ment! I have gained a party who 
are zealous in my cauſe, They 
ſhall make this ungenerous mo- 
narch tremble on his throne like 
a reed ſhaken by a thouſand winds, 
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EET TEK. Xs... 


JULIA TO SERAPHINA. 


O SERAPHINA! Omy 


friend ! how will you be able 
to bear the tranſporting tidings ? 


He Lrves! Orlando, your huſ- 


| band !— Orlando, my deareſt bro- 


ther! Gracious heaven, this is too 
m—_— e, ee 


I 
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AET.TSR 2: 
SERAPHINA TO JULIA. 


JD EWARE, Julia, how you ſport 
with my calamities, Your 
deluſive letter, by inſpiring me 
with falſe hopes, can neither charm 
away my reaſon, nor cheat me into 
tranquillity. Julia, is this well 
done? I could have borne all but 
this. Have I not met all my miſ- 
fortunes with a becoming dignity ? 
Have I not deſpiſed a tyrant's 
threats, his cruelties, and impri- 
ſonment? Alas! I could have 
oe _ ſuffered 


ta) 

ſuffered even more from a barba- 

rian : I could have died in ſhame- 
ful tortures like a ſlave: but from 

a friend, a female friend ! — Julia, 

you have harrowed up my ſoul : 

vou have awakened all my paſſions: 

you have offered me hopes which 

my own conviction tells me muſt 
end in deſpair : yet I aa: ak in 

ſpite of myſelf. 

Orlando living Ah, my 77 0 

dered ſenſes! Surely I ſhall loſe 

! my reaſon! My mind is toſſed 
= | from thought to thought : — my 

1 whole frame is ſhaken by conten- 

1 ding paſſions. Orlando living It 
| is falſe! I ſaw Orlando die: —1 

= - ſawmy dear lord flain by ruffians :— 
| 1 faw him fall with a ſmiling infant 
in 


(5) 


in his arms: — I ſaw him bleed: 


I ſaw him hacked in pieces. 
The hideous ſcene is now before 
my eyes. See! — the barbarians. 
ſpring from behind the tent !—they 
come near us! — See their lifted 
ſwords, their frightful countenan- 
ces! Mark that hard- faced ſa- FE 
vage! He ſtrikes — again! Fly, 

dear Orlando, fly for ſafety l—Av 
nother cruel gaſh !—Ah, my poor 
5 infant Another — Oh villains, 
villains in pity forbear,—F ly yet, 
my poor drooping Orlando ! 


He falls, and I am! 
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JULIA. TO SERAPHINA. (Previous 
i to che receipt of the former.) a 


7 Es, Seraphina, he es! it 


my hurry and agitation of 
ſpirits I forgot to tell you that I 


"I 38-- 5 
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had received a letter from a young 
officer, named C arlos, acquainting 
me that Orlando was living, bur 
that his wounds were ſuppoſed mor- 

tal; and deſiring me to haſten to a 
village called Roſdyke, about ſix 
leagues from Bracklaw. I arrived 
there in three days, and alighted at 
4 


* 


2 little clay hut on the fide of 2 
common, the only houſe of enter- 
tainment in the village. I enqui- 
red for Orlando ; and was inform- | 

ed, that an officer of that name, 
who had been wounded i in the bat- 

tle, lay dangerouſly ill of his 
wounds at the houſe of a peaſant, ' 
on the oppoſite ſide of the heath.” 


I flew towards the cottage. Car- 


los, who ſaw me approach, ran 
and caught me in his arms. I had 
ſcarcely ſtrength enough to pro- 
nounce,.in the fainteſt tone, © Does 
« heyet ſurvive?” 
ee Ves! * 

8 Happy be he,” I exclaimed; 
40 that announceth the Joyful ti- 
« dings! 


_ << ſent,” continued Carlos; © it 


( 73% 


dings! O * hin ! in- 


<'ſtantly !“ 25 
oe yy an; nawft not ſee him yet. 
* muſt, I will! O let me 
c once more behold: the tondereſt 
<6 of brothers * 
« You cannot ſee him at pre- 


ce vyould be highly improper. His 
< fever is now at its eriſis. He is 
in a high delirium.” 

«© Then he has 1. of aſe 


ee ſftance.” 85 * 


A" Be aſſured he has enough. 
cc The ſurgeon is now with him. 
<« J have not left him a moment 


ce theſe four days. „„ 1 
« Ah, poar O- = 
e ol 146-3 We | | 5 40 Indeed 


em» 


Indeed you are * agi- 
e tated. Try to compoſe your- 

« ſelf. You muſt want refreſh- 
0 ment. Let me ſupport you to 


4 the cottage.” 8 
After this ſhort dialogue, ks. © 


me into a detached room in the 

peaſant's hut. When I was ſeated, 
he ſtepped away for a moment, and 
returned with a cake of brown | 
bread and a fmall pitcher of new 
milk ; after which he immediately 
retired. In about a quarter of an 
hour he again entered the room, 
apparently in the higheſt ſpirits. 
<< Do not deſpair,” ſaid he, we 
<< ſhall yet be happy. The ſur- 
* e has ere; hopes of Or- 85 
— lando: : 
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TT 
ce lando : hisf fever has greatly ſub- 
« ſided, and he is now in a moſt 
2 delicious fleep.” 1 5 1 lifted up 
my hands to return thanks to hea- 
ven, and Carlos thus proceeded. > 
* Madam, the apprehenſions I en- * 
ce tertained for the fate of your 
ce brother, a at a moment when he 


ec was in the greateſt danger, will, 


* T hope, be thought a ſufficient I 


c 


* 


excuſe for the rough and inat- 
cc tentive manner in which I firſt 
« received you. My mind is now N 
« more calm : and, as you un- 
ce doubtedly are deſirous to know - 
c by what providential means Or- 
& lando has been reſtored to his 


we Sun. after the whole army 
« ſuppoſed 


Chr) 


2 ppoted him maſſacted; 1 wilt 
* "Telute the matter in afew- words.” 
ce Orlando, in the evening after 
15 bite battle, hurried to. a tent in 
{© the vicinity of our camp, where 
« his beautiful wife Seraphina had 
« retired during the danger of the 
te day. They were ſuddenly at- 
© tacked by a ſtraggling party of 
ec the enemy. Orlando ſoon fell; 
« and the unfortunate Seraphina 
« was carried. off in triumph. 
e The following morning, when 
E the news of Orlando's death ar- 
WT rived in the army, an officer} 
K who had fought near Orlando 
te during the hotteſt of the engage 
« ment, and had been a witneſs to 
en l. G _ « the 
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the gallant exploies he had per- 
« formed, determined to fee the 
e body of his companion-decently 
</ interred. He took a ſmall party 
with him, for that purpoſe; to 


«© the ſpot where the cataſtrophe 


« had happened. They found the 


« body covered with wounds, and 
« ere about to perform the rites 


ce of burial, when, to their aſto- 


« niſhment, they perceived it bore 
ce ſome ſigns of life. It was im- 


<« mediately wrapped up in flan- - 
& nels, and conveyed in a litter to 


<« this cottage. 


It is not neceſſary, madam, to 


« recount the various anxieties we 


tc have ſince felt, on account of 


5 cc your 


: 


"RF 
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e your brother, | during the diffe- 
er rent ſtages. of the fever which 
t attacked him in conſequence of 
6e his wounds. It is ſufficient: that 
% aſſure you he is now "Mons all 
* danger.” 7 
I will leave you to a with 


rapture on theſe laſt words. Fate- 
wel, and hope every TOE! 


En 


| * P « y 
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LETTER XXIII. 


AURORA, THE GREEK, TO SERA- 


= 


PHINA. 


HE promiſe which 1 made 
you ſome time ago, to fur- 
niſh you with a narrative. of my 


life, I am, at length, able to com- 
plete. You will find, my ſweet 


friend, that, young as I am, I 
have ſtrugg gled with many misfor- 


tunes; ; among the greateſt of which 
I number the loſs of your charming 


ſociety. 


THE 
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The Greek Virgin. 


„ 


| 1 was born at a ſmall town, called 
X Karais, in the province of Ma- 

cedonia, ſituated to the weſt of the 
5 Archipelago. Before I was five years 
old, I wWas ſold by my parents to a 
G3 Turkiſh 


 CSBY 
T urkiſh merchant,* who. regularly 
| | " viſits Karaistwice ayeartobuy up I 
. : handſomeſt girls in the neighbour= 1 
hood. This merchant, a few years 1 
before, had -purchaſed my ſiſter. 


The probability of my finding her 
1 | inſpired me with hopes which ſoon 
| baniſhed from my mind the grief 
[ I at firſt conceived at fo ſudden a 
=_ | .. ſeparation from my parents. I was 
5 taken to the merchant's houſe, 
which he had built at Belgrade, f as 
= a receptacle for his female flaves. 
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* 1 have been aſſured that is bs frequently 
| © fold to the Turks by their parents, Ther are the 
| 5 * only ſlanes whaſe beauty and attractions can be care - 


| | | 66 fully i improved. e e HE, FR 
| { "3 - 8 | _ - Mem. B. Tott. 


j 9 F A village near Conſtantinople. 
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Here they are tauglit TY dan- 
cing, 11 fi nging, and other accom- 
pliſnments; and, When their ele 
cation is completed, the ey are ſold 
to the beſt bidders, who are gene- 
rally perſons of the firſt rank a- 
mong the Turks. I had reſided 
but a ſhort time in this ſeminar. 
When an old officer, belonging to 
the grand ſeignior's houſehold, 
came to felect ſlaves for his ha- 
ram. He had purchaſed three 
beautiful young women, and was 
about to retire, when, accidental- 


* caſting his eyes on me, he ſur- 
veyed me attentively for ſome time; 
then, turning to the merchant, 1 
98 have elected wives,“ ſaid he, 
a „% - 
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hut at pay, advanced age, Lhave | 


« little reaſon to expect that hea- 
ven will bleſs me with a child, 


5 ther elgr 81 muſt, have this lovely 
« infant.” My price was Joon a- 


grecd upon, and I, was taken home 


by the officer. But my continuance 


with him was not of long duration, 
owing to the following accident. 


This ſuperindant of the ſeraglio, 


Ike moſt of the Turkiſh nobility, 


had contracted. the odious habit of 
ſwallowing opium. It happened one 


voung Turk of the ſuperior beauty 
of his women; and, a, diſpute, ari- 
ſing, he e the: youth to his 


nr 3 haram, | 


"I 
* 
bo * 
BOS + 
e 
8 
= 
1 
Be « 
=. 
3 
n 
* 1 
5:83 i 
* 
3 1 
Fre 
2 
5 
* 
* 
F 
2 
52 
* 8 
Fs 
PoE 
x 5 
2 
"ny 
2 
FSA 
ny 
vs. E 
w 
4 
4 
. 
© 
* 
N 


 hirand, that KEmight be enabled to 
judge for hittiſelf. This project, 


notwichſtanding its extravagance, 
was ſoon put in execution. The 


door ſuddenly flew open, and the 


women were ſurpriſed and con- 
founded to ſee a man in their apart- 
ment. Their ſhrieks and lamenta- 
tions were à proof of the horror 
they felt at this infringement of their 
privileges. They threw their veils 
over their faces; but not till their 


viſitor. had been allowed ſufficient 


time to contemplate their beauties. 


The reſult of this interview was 
very natural. The young Muſſul- 


man conceived a particular attach» 


ment to Armida, the flower of tho 


An haram, 
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Cs 
haram, and, by ſecret means, ſoon 
apprifcd her of his affection. Ar- 
micda, not a little flattered by the 
| Preference he paid her, began to 
yield her heart. In ſhort, after a 
elandeſtine courtſhip, ſhe agreed to 
I clopewith him. I had always been 
ber favourite: ſhe acquainted me 
with her deſign. She painted the 
ſweets of liberty in the brighteſt 
colours. The picture took hold of | 
my young imagination, and I was 
ſoon prevailed upon to accompany 
her in the enterpriſe. After the 
parties had agreed, the neceſſary 
cCautions being taken, our plan was 3 
quickly accompliſhed. The cau- 
rious lovers had taken care to bribe 
r | | | the 
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5 —— whe! guarded: the ha- 
ram. The ſignal of departure was 
given at midnight, when we de- 


ſcended ſoftly i intothe garden, where 


we were met by our deliverer, who 
conducted us to à houſe in the 


ſuburbs of Conſtantinople, 8 
In this agreeable retreat we lived 


ra e e perfect happineſs. I 


frequently went with Armida ta 


the public baths. One day I was 


rather ſurpriſed at being noticed, 
in a very particular manner, by a 
handſome 8 young female, who 
watched me cloſely from place to 


place, during the whole time we 
continued in the bath. Suppoſing 
myſelf only an object of her curio- 


ſity, 
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time 1 went, my confuſion increa- 
fed when I found ſhe obſerved me 


with the ſame marked attention. 


She now began to make advances, 
and at length ventured to ſpeak to 


me. Her polite addreſs, and enga- 


ging manners, ſoon intereſted me 
in her behalf. Every time 1 met 
ker aſterwards, her converſation was 
till more pleaſing, till we, at laſt, 


became the moſt intimate friends. 
And, conſidering the difference of 
our ages, Daxalla being nineteen 


years old, and a very accompliſhed 
young woman, you may be aſſured 


J did not loſe by this new alliance. 
My 
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ſity, I thought no more of! her 
ſtrange behaviour. But, the next 


Bc 


( 93 ) 

My: love for this charming! cons 
panion increaſed daily. I felt myl 
ſelf reſtleſs and fretful when I was 
abſent from her, and my viſits to 


5 the bath, on her accou nt, became 
more frequent. One day, while 


we were ſitting in the chioſk® bes 
longing to the baths, I was admi- 


ring the beauty of the gardens; 


when Daxalla ſaid to nally with the 
. 


F134 1631 Bk. 


A chioſk is a large room in the middle of A F 
den, commonly beautified with a fine fountain in the 
midſt of it. It is raiſed nine or ten ſteps, and incloſed 
with gilded lattices, round which vines, jefſamines, and - 


honey-fuckles, form a fort of green wall. e 


ere planted round this place, where the Turkiſti ladies 


ſpend moſt of their RS, employed by their r 


embroidery. 
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Lady M. Montague. 
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Hreeteſt-grace imaginable, © i 18 
for the ſake of enjoying your ſo- 
ic ciety, my dear Aurora, that 1 
4 viſit this place, and not on ac- 
«/ count of the gardens, as thoſe 
cc which belong to my own houſe 
ce are, I think, infinitely preferable. 


& If you will accompany me home, 
</and ſurvey them, I think you 
ce will be of my opinion.” 

1 Joyfully accepted this i invitation, 
: il ſurpriſed to find, inſtead of 
à houſe, a perfect palace. The 
grandeur of every thing around fil- 


led me with admiration. My love- 
ly friend now informed me that the 
© habitation I ſaw belonged to the 
chief treafurer of the ſeraglio, to 
a . whom 


2 
5 


F> 
6-1 
2 
ih 


* 


hom ſhe had been married about 


two years. My deareſt Soly- 


de man,“ ſaid ſhe; cc has three o- 


ther wives; but, far from be- 


« ing my rivals, they are-ſhut, up 


in the haram, where he ſeldom 


e ſees them.“ His whole atten- 


cc tion is laviſhed on me.” She had 
hardly done ſpeaking, when Soly- 
man came into the room. The af- 
fectionate manner of their meeting 


0 heoftni bfr n cc 


The Turkiſh women contribute but lite to ) the 
pleaſures of their pofſeſtor. I am well convinced, from 


what I * — of ſeveral of my friends, that, except in 


the caſe of ſome new flave, who may excite their curi- 


oſity, the haram only inſpires them with diſguſt, There 


are many Turks who never enter it but to reſtore 8 


| nn when the ſuperintendant 3 is no longer — 
= ; | | | B. D, Tott. 
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C 
gave te a high idea of their happi⸗ 
5. I perceived that nature hat 

gned them for each other. 
The flattering recommendations 
of my dear friend ſoon made me 4 
favourite with Solyman. Finding 
the notice he took of me was high- 


ly grateful to his wife, he loaded 


me with careſſes. In fine, I yield - 
ed to their joint intreaties, and con- 


ly. 
It is is impoſſible to tell how 


Happily I lived with Daxalla and 
her huſband. A year, almoſt im- 


4 


perceptibly, flew away, and every 
day brought us freſh pleaſures, and 3 
made us dearer to each other. 
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had ad LNCEC 
when a proton dent 

to all our enjoyments. Alth 
I lived in ſeparate apartments, vic 
Daxalla, I uſed frequently to viſit 
the ladies in the haram, who did 


not fail to gain my affections by 
romping with me, and joining in 
other childiſh amuſements. One 
day, after we had been frolicking 


together, I was obſerving, with re- 


gret, that Daxalla had, for ſeveral 


days, been ſubject to a dejection 


of ſpirits; when the youngeſt of 


theſe females, who was really a 


beautiful woman, laughing, told 5 
me, ſhe had a ſpecific that would 
preſently relieve her diſorder, and 
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make her as wild and full of galety 
as myſelf. She then produced a 


ſmall paper of white powder, telling 
me, if I would mix that remedy 


with Daxalla's coffee, I ſhould ſoon 


ſee its good effects; at the ſame 


time defiring me to do it privately, 
_ otherwiſe the drug would loſe its 


virtue. Pleaſed with the contri- 
vance, I took care to apply the re- 
medy as was directed. Daxalla had 


been thoughtful all day; but her 


ſpirits were now enlivened, and ſhe 
was particularly . converſable. 
c Without doubt,” ſaid ſhe, . you 
te have often wondered at the | 
e ſtrange manner in which our in- 
| | « timacy 


<9) 
8 timacy commenced: you have 
« told me you thought my beha- 
< viour, when I firſt ſaw you, un- 
« accountable ; but, my deareſt 
« girl, you could not imagine how 
5 ſtrongly [ was prepoſſeſſed in 
« your favour. I did not then 
e © know to what cauſe I could attri- 
© bute my violent emotions, but 
<«« I have ſince unravelled the myſ- 
0 tery. I have found —“ 
here ſhe burſt into tears, fixed her 
eyes. upon me for a moment, with 
the moſt piercing attention, then, 
claſping me round the neck, ex- 
claimed, O Aurora, I am your 
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Juſt at this conjuncture Solyt 12 


returned from the ſerail.“ Dax- 
alla made known, to him the cauſe 

of our exceſſive tranſport. He was 
greatly affected by this happy inci- 
dent, took me in his arms, called | 
me his ſiſter a thouſand times, and 
promiſed never to forſake me. 
Daxalla then told me by what 


means ſhe came to know me when 


we firſt met at the public baths, 
and was proceeding to ſtate her 
reaſons for confining the ſecret of 
our affinity ſo long to her own bo- | 
fom, when ſhe was ſuddenly taken 


. Solyman, knowing ſhe Was 
- ſabjett 
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; Kabje& 6915 ing 1 indiſpo! itions, 
Which generally were of ſhott con- 
tinuance, was,” at firſt, not much | 

| alarmed. But, looking at her ear- 
neſtly ſoon afterwards, he turned 
pale, and cried, in a pathetic tone, 
that pierced my ſoul, « Daxalla, 1 
have loft thee ! - By heaven and 
be the prophet, thou art po iſoned P 
He had hardly pronounced theſe 
words, when I felt unuſual horror. 
Irecollected adminiſtering the drug, 


and conjectured the cauſe of Dax- 


_alla's indiſpoſition. The moſt ter- 
5 rible apprehenſiops ruſhed like A 
torrent upon my mind. | 

Solyman, wrapt in amazement, 


ſtood, fixed as a ſtatue, gazing at 
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(1020 
the beautiful ſufferer, whoſe tender 
limbs were already convulſed. It 
te js true,” ſaid ſhe, © my deareſt 
C Solyman, I feel my diſſolution 
ce near, but J am not afraid to die, 
ce Be aſſured, the thoughts of be- 


. 


* 


ing ſeparated from you are in- 
'« finitely more painful than the 
"ec pangs of approaching death, 
L But I do not murmur at my fate, 
e Have I not already arrived at the 
ee ſummit of human happineſs ? 
Have I not been bleſt inyour 1n- 
© yiolable love ? I now die in 


* 


< your preſence, Ah! how much 


* more reaſon have IT to rejoice 
tec than if I had out- lived your af- 
e fection! Thave but one requeſt 
| | | cc to 


4 103 5 


cc to make. My ſiſter is young: 
« be you the guardian of her ten- 
c der years: let her {till remain 
« under your protection.” 

Solyman could not reply to this 
affectionate addreſs except by ſobs 
and the moſt expreſſive geſtures. 
„ One thing 1 had forgotten, 
rejoined the fainting Daxalla, 
I fall a ſacrifice to jealouſy ; but 
ct I conjure you not to revenge my 
ee death on my rivals. In their 
« ſtate, I do not know to what ex- 
ce tremities my unbounded love for 
ce you might have carried me. 

< Not ſeek revenge!” cried So- 
lyman, | irritated to a degree of 
 H4 Phrenſy, 
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( 194 } 
Phrenſy, L will pierce the n 
ce of the murderer. I wil 
Oh! diſpatch marchers” tf 
errupted, and eaſe me of my 
«, inſufferable agony, for Jam the 
*© murderer of Daxalla. Miſe- 


4 rable wretch that I'am! I have 


cc poiſoned my only ſiſter 
Solyman ftarted back. — „n. 8 


hand moved b to his ⁵ 


ſabre. Daxalla raiſed her head ” | 
from the couch, Her aſtoniſhment: . ; 
ſeemed, for a moment, to ward off 


the bitter pangs of death bt: 
I then told them the manner af 7 
my. uſing. the white powder, which. 
had been given me by the women 
of the haram, and was lamenting 
No 7 23 


C 9 

my inadvertence in following their 
inſtructions; when I was interrupt 
ed by Daxalla- Enough; ſhe 

ſaid, 00 my Aurora, you are inno- 
ce cent: my ſuſpicions are now Y 
confirmed; 1 am the victim of 
6e envy.“ My dear ſiſter then 
claſped me to her boſom, and ſoon 
afterwards expired in the arms of 
her affectionate huſband !. 
From this time, een ſunk 6 
into a ſettled melancholy. He 
faſtened the doors of his haram, 
and never would enter them after- 
wards.” My ſiſter's injunctions in 
her dying moments he did not for- | 
get I was his only favourite and 0 
companion. He treated me with 
r | 45 


106 ) 


the ſame | reſpe& and attention as 
though my ſiſter had been ſtill li- 
ving; and, in return, I conſidered 
him as my brother, and Koen . 
ee 
But we did not remain long i in 
this enviable ſtate of tranquillity. 
Þ Solyman, on his return late one 
night from the ſeraglio, told me | 
the affairs of his office required his | 
attendance at Medina,* and, as 
his buſineſs would admit of no de- 
. | | wy ws 


* A ws 10 Arabia, famous for containing a ſtately 
moſque, which is ſupported by two pillars, and furniſh- 
ed with three hundred lamps. It is called by the Turks 
py nip becauſe in it is the coffin of their prophet Ma- 
homet, el with cloth of gold, under a canopy of : 


ſve cloth curiouſly embroidered, 


( 197 ) 
lay, he could not wait till a regular 
caravan croſſed the deſert, but 
hold take a private guard, and 
ſet forward in a tew days. He con- 
cluded with | inviting me to accom- 
pany him on his; journey. Having 
heard much of the beauty and riches 
of this celebrated place, my curi- 
olity was ſharpened by his invita- 
tion, and! accepted it with plea- 
ſure. | 
The common precautions being 
taken for our ſafety, we began our 
Journey. The wild uncultivated 
face of the deſert had an air of de- 
ſolation that, at firſt, raiſed in my 
mind ideas of melancholy. Be- 
bind every barren rock which we 


paſſed, 


I 
paſſed; I imagined I ſaw a band of 


of robbers. Solyman ſtrove by 
is wit and raillery to chaſe away 

4 my fears, but I continued to pro- 
phecy we ſhould be attacked; and, 


on the ſecond evening of our 


: march, my predictions were actu- 
ally fulfilled. We halted in a val- 


ley, where we pitched. our tents, = 
Our camels were unloaded. We 


had placed our carpets on the 


ground, and were juſt taking out 


Proviſions for our evening repaſt, 


when we were ſurpriſed by a band 
of Arabs, who appeared on the 


| Hills above. They poured down | 


Up 2 us on all e _ before 
20 * 2 n 9 + 1. 1 dul _— 
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we were priſoners. Liddi do 
The banditti, after dividing the 
ſpoil, ſeparated. into two diviſions, . 
which took different routs acroſs 
the deſert. To one of theſe I was 
a captive and I had the mortifi- 
cation to fee my deareſt friend and 
companion, Solyman, carried off 
by the other. The cruel circum- 
ſtance of being parted from my 
brother was worſe to me than death; 
I vas ſo much affected by it, that I 
decame entirely forgetful of my 
own danger, and regardleſs of what 
might befal me. We travelled till 
about half an hour before ſun-ſet, 
when we alighted near a range of. 
| ſteep 
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ſteep rocks. Some-of the robbers 


| immediately crawled up the preci- 
pices, whilſt others ſtaid below to 


unload, and take care of the bag 
gage. One of them, Who, by his 
ſuperior gravity and appearance, 
ſeemed to be their chief, took me 
in his arms, and began to aſcend. 
I was amazed at the facility with 


which he climbed up the moſt dan 


gerous heights, When we had 
gained the ſummit of the cliffs, we 


deſcended on the other ſide. J 


ſound myſelf in a large ſquare, ſur- 
rounded every where by high rocks, 


under which were ſeveral ſmall 
buildings, that ſeemed to be com- 


poſed of the looſe ſtones that had 
| fallen 


(<Q um ) 


fallen from the huge maſſes above. 


1 was conducted into an unfiniſhed 


room in the largeſt of theſe rude 


buildings, which I ſoon found to 
be the habitation of the chief. o75 | 
was well lighted up, and the furni- 
ture, which, without doubt, had 
been ſelected at different times from 
the ſpoils which they had taken, 
was both rich and elegant. A ta- 
dle was ſpread, and the banditti ſat 
down to an excellent ſupper ; du- 
ring which, I was placed at the 
right hand of the captain, whoſe 
commands, I found, were abſolute. 


_ demanded filence, The robbers 
immediately aroſe, and ſtood in the 
42 moſt 


When the repaſt was finiſned, he 


C3 
moſt reſpectful attitudes, with theit 
arms croſſed before them, whilſt 
he ſpoke to the followin geffet. 
My brave companions, as we 
cc all run the ſame riſk oſ falling 
« in battle, it is but juſtice that 
tc each of us ſhould have an equal 
te claim to the riches that are gain- 
« ed by our common bravery. 
ec Though you have elected me 
te your captain, given me unbound- 

« ed authority, and even allowed 
te me the power of life and death, 
« yet I never encroached upon 
e your liberties. I never ſought 
tc to promote my own intereſt at the 
* expence of the public welfare. 
It, by chance, there have been ; 
= ce thoſe 


«; Wo ens never ſacrificed my 
c honour. to private reſentment, 
e but ſuffered them to live till they 
_ «, were: condemned by the laws of 
te our republic. And, as to pri- 
te zes, I have never deſired more 
than to ſhare in common with 
cc you all. If ye have any charges 
«. againſt me, let them now be 

2 brought forward. 1 
/ Here the captain af 3 8 
was interrupted by the loudeſt plau- 
dits. Every one ſtrove to be the 
firſt in expreſſing his regard for this 
affectionate leader, and he thus 


proceeded: * * 
: * >" 6 206 e DE « These 
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r Theſe generous teſtimonies of 


ve your approbation give me the 
« greateſt pleaſure, I am now 
* come to my principal point, 
e which is to beg of you to grant 
4 me as a favour what I could 
claim as a rigbe, were I not far 
c ſuperior to ſuch a meanneſs. I 
* need only fay farther, that I have 
© conceived a particular regard for 
“ this beautiful young Greek.” 

Shouts of applauſe now burſt 
forth with redoubled energy, and 
were echoed from every part of the 
ſurrounding rocks. He then turn- 
ed to me, and, obſerving me in 
tears, Be not alarmed,” he cried, 
T6000 my dear child, you have nothing” 
1 * 


C ws Þ 
ce to fear. You will find in mea 
« protector and a father. Alas! 
J am not yet diveſted of a pa- 
e rent's feelings. — I once had a 
« daughter,” continued this ve- 
nerable old man, ſhedding; tears, 
« but ſhe is now in heaven: you 
< ſhall ſupply her place in my dear- 
<< eſt affeftions. He then rang a 
bell, and an old woman attend- 
© ed. -Drafilla,” ſaid he, < attend 
cc this young innocent to your a- 
< partment, and treat her with 
4 kindneſs. She is henceforth to 
«© be looked upon as my daugh- 
< ter.” I was conducted by Dra- 

ſilla to a ſmall building, which 
| Rood under a rock, on the oppoſite 
g Fn ſide 
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ſide of the encloſure. . The aſſu- 


Tances, that had been given me by 


the commander of the Arabs, a 
 Jittle alleviated the terrible appre- 
henſions I had at. firſt entertained 


for my own ſafety ; but I ſtill trem- 
bled for the fate of my unfortunate 
brother. During the whole night 


I reflected with horror on the 


dreadful ſtate in which he had been 
plunged, and my fears, on his ac- 
count, drove from me every incli- 
nation to reſt. On the following 


morning, Abhallan (for that was 
the name of the captain) came to 


pay me his reſpects. He made uſe 
of the moſt ſoftening endearments 


to render my confinement tolerable. 


Indeed, 


( m7 ) 
Indeed, from this moment, his be- 
haviour was marked with the ſame 
tender regard as if he had really 
been my father. All his leiſure 
hours were devoted to me. A- 
mong the ſpoils of the robbers 
there was a guittar, on which 1 
_ practiſed for my amuſement. - Ab- 
|  hallan was charmed with my exe- 
cution, and, when he could excuſe 
| himſelf from attending his party 
on their excurſions, he would fat 
whole days, delighted to hear me 
ſing and play on this inſtrument. 
He would frequently relate to me 
the exploits of the banditti, in 
which, though they often made me 
Mudder, I did not dare to interrupt 
5 : 5 him. 
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him. But he ſolemnly aſſured me, 


that, if any | wanton barbarities 


were committed, it was not by his 


conſent, for that he never failed to 
- puniſh the o offenders. 


Abhallan one day informed me 
that a diſpute had ariſen between 
his company and the party that 


had joined them when I was cap- 


tured; and that, as the latter had 
broken a treaty which had long 
ſubſiſted between the two detach- 


ments, he had determined to pu- 
Hiſh them, and intended to go out 
the next day for that purpoſe. 


When he returned, he told me 


their opponents had all efcaped 
except one; but him they were go- 


£4 ing 
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ing to ſacrifice to their reſentment, 
I expatiated with him on the cruel. 


ciuſed himſelf by faying, that, al- 


though his own heart oppoſed it, 
yet it was warranted by the rules of 
their ſociety, and he dared not to 
infringe an eſtablimed law. 
The execution being to take 
place in the open ſpace between the 
rocks, I could not avoid ſeeing it 
from the window of my apartment. 
The priſoner was led out, and faſ- 
tened to a ſtake. Six of the Arabs 
were placed a few yards off, with 
their carbines preſented, waiting 
for the word of command to fire, 
whilſt another ſtood at ſome diſ- 
I 4 w 


( 


5 tance from his ſide with a "PREM 
| ſeymitar, ready to ſtrike off his 
head, as ſoon as he ſhould fall, 


| and preſent it to the commander. 
| At this dreadful moment I hap- 
| pened to caſt my eyes attentively 
| 4 on the criminal; but, good God! 
| what was my aſtoniſhment when I 


found he was no other than Soly- 
man, my only friend and brother ! 
No language can expreſs the tor- 
ments I felt. Even the remem- 
brance of them at this diſtance of 
time makes me tremble. At firſt, 

I thought of falling at the feet of 
Abhallan to implore mercy; but 
he was on the other ſide of the en- 
cloſure, and I reflected, that, be- 

fore 
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i r) 
fore I could reach him, my unfor- 
tunate brother would be no more. 
I recollected the words of my dy- 
ing ſiſter, and how faithfully Soly- 
man had performed the promiſe he 

had made her. He had cheriſhed, 
loved, and protected, me, I can- 
not live without him, ſaid I to my- 
ſelf; there is but one way left: 


then, throwing open the door of 
my apartment, I flew to him, claſp- 
ed him round the neck, and cried 
out, © fire away, ſavages, for I 
c will die with my bene factor!“ 

Abhallan, greatly alarmed, ran 
towards me to enquire the reaſon of 
my ſtrange conduct. I fell upon 
my knees, told him that Solyman 
. | was 


K 2) 


was my brother, and earneſtly beg- 
ged he would either fave his life or 
-difpatch me. ce Undoubtedly,” 
ſaid he, turning to his lieutenant, 


<« this unhappy child is raving, 
ce and knows not what ſhe ſays; 


ce however, let the execution be 


« ſuſpended.” I was tranſported 


with joy. I hung round Abhallan, 
took his hand, and bathed it with 


tears of gratitude. In the mean 
while, the eyes of Solyman were 


immoveably fixed on me. He ap- 


peared to ſuſpect the whole was 
the effect of enchantment. He 


vas reconducted to his former place 


of confinement, and I retired to , = 


flect on this providential event. 


It 


„ 
It was not long before Abhallan 
came to viſit me, and introduced 
Solyman. © Aurora,” he cried; 
ce behold your brother! I admire 
e his courage. He has joined our 
« company, and I have made him 
« ſecond in command.” He then 
I cannot 
deſcribe the happineſs I enjoyed in 


left us precipitately. 


ſeeing my deareſt friend once more 


in ſafety. When our mutual con- 
gratulations were over, he informed 
me, that, after we had been ſepa- 
rated on the deſert, to ſave his life 
he enliſted with the Arabs, from 
whom he had been retaken by Ab- 
hallan's party. PRE 


Solyman 
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Solyman became a great favou- 
Tite of the banditti, and the confi- 
dent of their captain ; but a fortu- 
nate accident ſoon after occurred, 
which gave us an opportunity of 


effecting our eſcape. The Arabs 


having come to a determination to 
take up their reſidence in a diffe- 


rent part of the deſert, the camels 
were loaded with the principal part 


of the furaiture, and we ſet forward 


towards our new habitation, We 
had not travelled long, when we 


fell in with a party of Janizaries, 


which the banditti inſolently agreed 


to attack. Soon after the engage- 
ment began, Solyman, happening 
to front the commander of the re- 

| gular 


4 ang. 3 
gular troops, knew him to be Ach- 
med, his moſt intimate friend. He 
retreated immediately to the rear of 
our detachment, where I had been 
placed for ſafety, and, catching me 
in his arms, faid, © Aurora, you 
* once ſaved my live: now is the 
cc time to ſhew my gratitude.” He 
ſhot through our lines, ran almoſt 
up to the front rank of the Janiza- 
ries, and cried out, . Achmed, I 
am your companion, — 1 am Soly- 
2 nan. Proteli this innocent: ſbe 
« is myſiſter.” Achmed came for- 
ward in an inſtant, and we were 
covered by the troops. Abhallan, 

greatly enraged, made a deſperate 


effort 


( 126 3 

| | effort to recoyer us, but his party 
| X Was quickly defeated, and fled, 
Wl WMWe returned to Conſtantinople, 
3 Solyman reſumed his employment 
1 and dignity in the ſeraglio. He 
again took poſſeſſion of his houſe, 
where we lived in perfect harmony. 
ü Achmed became our conſtant viſi- 
i tor. As he had ſeen me before, 1 
- admitted him to my preſence, and 
Wl would often go unveiled before 
| * * He was a young man of an 
r iP, amiable 


A law called dom forbids marriageable fe- 
WM XY; | wales to unveil, and vives, alſo, to any man except 
| 23 their huſbands, This law certainly is not ſayourable 
to marriages of inclination, - A Turk, therefore, 
marries the daughter of his neighbour, or his widow, | 
without knowing her, He can only determine by 
the 


„ 
amiable diſpoſition; you will not 
wonder therefore, my charming 
friend, that a tender connexion ſoon 
took place between us. In ſhort, 
the day was fixed for the celebra- 
tion of our nuptials: but the ſtory 
of my reſcue having made ſome 
noiſe in the city, it at laſt reached 
the ears of the grand ſeignior, who 
expreſſed a deſire to ſe me. It 
ſeems the deſcription of my beauty 
had been greatly exaggerated ; for, 
when I appeared in the ſeraglio, 
Oſman, after he had ſurveyed me 
a moment, turned away apparent» 


the report of his own women, or ſome perſon by 
whom ſhe has been ſeen. . 5 
. Miem. B. D. Tott. 
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ly Aiffatisfied, and has never ſince 


honoured me with 2 But, 


in order to be revenged on Ach- 
med for the late inſolence of the 


Janizaries towards him, he ſtill 


—_ me in confinement. | 
"To you, my dear Seraphin | 
who have witneſſed the inſults I 


have received from the ſultanas 


finceT have been in the ſerail, it 1s 


not neceſſary to repeat them. 1 


have, therefore, only to add far- 
ther, that 1 have found a letter in 
the marble urn from Achmed, in 
which he aſſures me, he will, at all 
events, effect my deliverance, and 


that a revolution in the empire 


is not very diſtant. Ty 
LETTER 
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LETTER XXIV. 


JULIA TO SERAPHINA. 
ISPATCHES are this inſtant 


arrived from Warſaw, aſſu- 
ring us that an envoy extraordina- 


ry is appointed by the court to pro- 
ceed directly to Conſtantinople, | 
with ſtrict orders to procure, on any 
terms, the FREEDOM OF SERAPHINA: 
I have not time, as the poſt waits, 
to ſay more. O happy, happy, ti- 
dings! 4.812 62 Fo OT 
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Wl || SERAPHINA TO JULIA, 


HERE ſhall I find language 
to expreſs my aſtoniſhment 

at the joyful intelligence conveyed 

in your letter ?® Julia, you can- 

not ſurely deceive me, deliberately | 

deceive me. No ut you may | 
yourſelf be deceived. 7 objerve 

you have not ſeen Orlando. Tell 
me you have ſeen him, and I will 
give a looſe to the violent joy that 

e 


FSeraphina alludes to Letter XX, As ſhe takes no 
notice of Julia's /aft letter, this appears to have been 
written before the received its 
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now v eroggles fo burſt from my bo- 
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I. ETER XEvT. 
SERAPHINA TO AURORA, THE 


GREEK VIRGIN. 


-_ 


Y mind is trembling between 


the extremes of hope and 
deſpair. All the day I have been 
hovering over the. marble urn, but 
no letter is yet arrived to determine 


my fate. Charming Aurora, it is 


now that J feel the loſs of your ſo- 
ciety. It is now that I want a real 


friend to diſperſe the miſts of me- 


K "Wh  lancholy 
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Jancholy that ſurround me, and to 


ſpeak comfort to my ſoul. If chis 
tale of Orlando ſhould at laſt prove 
an illuſion ! — Indeed, this cruel 
ſuſpenſe is too much for me to 


LETTER XXVII. 
2 JULIA TO SERAPHINA, 3 


OU cannot imagine I would 


either flatter or deceive you. 
What purpoſe would it anſwer to 


feed you with hopes which, if falſe, 
muſt have been cruſhed in their 
very birth? How could you ſuſ- 
SR Fla 98 mg 
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pelt me of ſuch deſpicable lang - 
neſs? Deareſt Seraphina, baniſh 
this cruel ſuſpicion from your bo- 
ſom. I tell you again, Orlando 
lives. I have ſeen him. — touched 
him,—converſed with him! 
This morning I entered his 
chamber for the firſt time. How 
mall I deſcribe the affecting ſcene ! ? 
I had breakfaſted with the cotta- 
| gers, when Carles ran to me with 
latisfaction in his countenance. | 
« You may now,” ſaid he, « ſee 
* your brother with ſafety. I have 
« told him you are here, and pre- 
« pared him for the interview, 
« But, before I introduce you to 
N © him, we muſt agree upon ſome 
K 3 «© neceſſary 


( 334 ) 
«neceſſary precautions, in orde- 
to evade the queſtions he will 
« aſk us reſpecting Seraphina. 
« He muſt not be appriſed of her 
6. preſent ſituation; it would in- 
cc evitably bring on a paroxyſm « : 
<« his diſorder, His temper is na- 
e turally hot and impetuous ; what 
e then would be the conſequence 
te of ſuch a diſcovery in his pre- 
« ſent debilitated condition -Þ 
< My invariable anſwer to his 
te preſſing enquiries on this ſubject 
| « has been, that Seraphina, after 

being reſcued from the enemy, 
e vas conducted home to Lemburg, 
« where ſhe now remains confined 
* * a ſlight a Would 
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ce jt not be adviſable for you to ſa- 
cc vour this deceit? Eſpecially, as 
ce the deliverance of that fair un- 
cc fortunate is ſo near, that, in all 
« « probability, ſhe will arrive at 
« Lemburg by the time Orlando is 
<« ſo far recovered as to be able to 
i undertake a journey thither.” 
I conſented to this propoſal, and 
was conducted upa few narrow ſtairs | 
into a ſmall chamber, in which was 
only one window, and even that had 
been deprived of the greater part of 
the glaſs that once adorned it ; but 
this defect was ſupplied by a luxu- 
riant ſpreading grape-vine, which 
| ſcattered its large ripe bunches of 
fruit over the caſement, There 
K 4 was 


2 
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1 was no cieling to the room, except 
| the thatch which compoſed. the 
11 | roof of the cottage; nor was there 
| 
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any furniture, except two chairs, 
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ſeated with green ruſhes, and a 
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ſmall table, which was covered 
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wi with empty phials. In a corner of 
1 SH | the room ſtood a bed without hang- 
ings, on which I could juſt diſtin- 
1 guiſh, through the duſk in which 
i 4 it was 1 che face of a hu- 


man being. 
1 aches the beds when 
Orlando ſuddenly ſprang up, and \ 
claſped me in his arms. What | 


vere my feelings at that inſtant? 
I endured a painful tranſport, not 
to be deſcribed... Nature ſunk be- 
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neath the oppreſſive weight. JO * 
| was deprived of ; utterance; - 
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Julia,“  faid my affectionate 
brother, after a long pauſe, cc this 
4 is kind: but where is Seraphis 
cc na? dor 


I could not ſpeak.— 
CD eareſt ſiſter,” — Or- 
. Janie; « do not heſitate leſt I ap» 

0 * the worſt.— 80 

Fn Still I had not power of utte- 
Fance. mi oh pap 
„ By heaven,” he cried, genie 
vp in an agony, © I read your an- 
i: ſwer in your countenance. T hink 
© not I will: bear this load of life 
ent 35 without 
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« without her.— Speak! or I will 


ce this inftant tear open my wounds 

ce afreſh !” 
Seraphina, my heart was almoſt 

broke. I was conſcious of your 


horrid ſituation, and my tongue 
was faſtened to "the roof of my 
mouth. 


< My deareſt Frey compoſe 
« yourſelf,” ſaid Carlos, trembling 
with apprehenſion, © Seraphina is 
it Lemburg.” 
Sir, rejoined Orlando, © you 
« have told me ſo before.” Then, 
turning to me, he exclaimed, in 


che moſt awful manner, © Julia, 


* if you expect mercy in your dy- 


ing moments, have mercy now 


« upon 


( 139 ) 
« upon me. I dene . to 
ce ſpeaks.” * * 
LI attempted i it in vain. And. had 


not my tears come to my relief, I 
had never ſpoke again. 


| ©, Oh!” continued he, I con- 
ce jure you to tell me, by that God 
© who looketh into the ſecrets of all 
« hearts, where is Seraphina ?” 


My heart was burſting.I made 


| a vigorous effort, and exclaimed, 


« you will foou bebold ber ! 
Enough !“ cried the poor ex- 
hauſted Orlando, . I am fatisfied. 
I ſhall ſee her again!” A ſmile 
nance. He ſunk backward on his 
Pillow, 
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4 pillow, angd red his hand for us 


to leave him to his reflections. 
* are wel, my only ſiſter ! live— 


and be happy * 


LETTER XXVII. 
| SERAPHINA TO JULIA, 
ES, I am happy, — itifinitely 


happy. O Julia! be careful 
of him! 1 charge you be careful 


of Orlando! Nurſe him with ten- 


_ — ſoothe him, comfort 
him. Pour the ſoft balm of friend 
thip Into his wounds, and charm 

away 


(mm) 


away his pains by the ſweet medi- 
cine of human kindneſs. | | 
Now do I pray moſt fervently for 
| the oreateſt of bleſſings, liberty. 
Now do I look with redoubled hor- 
ror on the N walls that ſurround 
me, 
Ae n 3-708 ["*ROOY 0 
Julia! I cannot now endure my 
cruel impriſonment. I muſt, T 
wall, ſee Orlando! 1 languiſh, I 
die, to behold him! '© | 
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LETTER, XXIX. 


| AVRORA, THE GREEK, To a 


„ 
8. 3» 


RINA. 
CANNOT auler a moment to 
paſs without congratulating you 
on the unexpected change of your 


fortune. With what rapture will 


you fly from your ſplendid compa- 


nions, in this hateful confinement, 
to the delightful group of your 


domeſtic friends: from the clutch 
of an inhuman tyrant to the em- 


races of a tender huſband! 


In your future hours of tran- 


. when you tell the ſtory of - 
your 


—- 


(1430) 
drop a tear for the ſtill- afflicted Au- 
rora. Remember you once had a 
friend who partook of all your for- 
rows, and who never will ceaſe to 
love you with tenderneſs. 


LETTER KEE. 
TJOLIA TO SERAPHINA. 


RLANDO's fever is abated. 
He gains ſtrength every day, 
and his danger is over, except a re- 
lapſe ſhould take place, which, 

from the violence of his paſſions, 
we have ſome reaſon to apprehend. 
You 


» "> 


| Join in our little ſtratagem to keep 
I 1 him ſtill ignorant of your ſuffer- 
[ il ings. If he ſhould diſcover your 
| | OR real fituation, the conſequence 
Wl would be dreadful, He. begins to 
| 1 doubt the ſtory of your being a 
[| Lemburg. He yeſterday determi- 
ned to travel thither himſelf, to 
1 know if we had deceived him. In 
| | Wo vain we proteſted againſt this wild 
| | li reſolution. In vain we urged the 
| i | - precarious ſtate of his health, the 
| ö langer, the madneſs, of ſuch an 
* attempt. His impetuoſity was 
| dreadfully alarming. His thoughts 
E | were worked up into a - phrenſy, 
1 . if a chaiſe could have been 
19885 procured 
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procured in the village, not all our 
intreaties or endeavours could have 

deterred him from the journey. 
He is now become more calm. 
& Julia, he ſaid, as I was ſitting 
by him this morning, © if Sera- 
cc phina's illneſs prevented her 
« from coming, why did not ſhe. 


| ce write to me? Surely ſhe can- 
I < not ceaſe to love me. She can- 
< not neglect me. The very idea 
« is inſupportable.” Perhaps I 
anſwered with heſitation, ec fees : 
ce not able to hold a pen.” cc, AT” 
he continued, taking my hand, and 
preſſing it with tenderneſs, “ 1 
£2 ©, hope you do not deceive me. 
«. Conſider, deareſt ſiſter, I have 
I. . 
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but litle reaſon 1th 30 mind 
is already toſſed by a tempeſt of 
contending paſſions. Ah! it 


this tale of Seraphina be- falſe ! 


If, as I fear, I have loſt her for 
ever ! — Alas! 1 never could 
love ber moderately ; and my, 
grief tor .her death muſt termi- 


nate in the exceſs of madneſs. 


But,“ continued he, «I will be 


compoſed while I arten out the 


truth. I will immediately write 
to Lemburg. If I receive no 


anſwer, my ſuſpicions will be 


confirmed, and my fate deter- 


mined.” 


When he writes, I will convey 
n letter to you directly; but be 


careful, 


* 
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careful, my deareſt friend, to be 
guarded in your reply. Your feel- 
ings on this diſtreſſing occaſion mult | 
be exquiſitely painful : yet, for 


your own ſake, — for the ſake of 


Orlando,—ſtrive to ſuppreſs them. 
The moſt diſtant hint of your cap- 
tivity would inſtantly deprive him 


of reaſon, and drive him to ſome 


deſ perate deed. 
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LETTER XXXI. 


JULIA TO SERAPHINA, 


95 your releaſe i is ſo near, my - 
only ſiſter, I hope you keep 


up your ſpirits. I will relate, for 


your amuſement, a ſcene which has 


paſſed. here, and I dare ſay you 


will not cenſure me ſor the-i ingenu- 


ous part I acted in it, although my 
conduct was not ſtrictly conſorma- 


ble to the rules of cuſtom. 
Orlando having retired early to 


reſt I was invited by Carlos, his 
4911 . 


5 amiable 


( 149 ) 


amiable friend, to ke a ramble to 
ſome beautiful hills, which lifted 
their heads above a wood, on the 
oppoſite ſide of the heath, and 
formed a moſt romantic proſpect, 
which we had often admired from 
the window of the cottage. To- 
ward this enchanting ſpot we ſet 
forward on the moſt beautiful e- 
vening J ever beheld. | 
The ſun but faintly ſcattered his 
Tays over the tops of the higheſt 
trees in the wood, which, by con- 
traſting the duſky greens beneath, 
produced a moſt pleaſing effect. 
The lofty heads of the mountains, 
which roſe above, were ſtrongly 
burniſhed, and, through the 1 irre- 
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gular: niches between their floping 
ſides, the dark fky formed a fine 
back-ground to the picture. The 
ſmoke aſcended from the cottages, 
which were thinly ſpread oyer the | 
ſkirts of the heath. The notes of f 
the thruſh ſaluted us as we ap- 
proached the wood. In ſhort, the 
ſcene Vas at once rural and 1 ro- 
mantic. 
e My dear friend, 2 faid 8 
as we ſtruggled up one of the high- 
eſt hills, © 1 have often wondered 
1 <« why poets and philoſophers have 
e fixed the temple of fame on the 
© top of a mountain, when ſo ma- 
cc ny arrive at it without taking 
* one up-hill Rep. Qught nor, 
| 1 


E 


de to be pladed in ſuch ad: almoſt 


nl inabocffible fruation' ?“ 


« J. think not,” 1 uche 
te There are many dangers and dif- 
« culties to be paſſed before we 
oc arrive at fame, which * 
e few are able to ſurmount. But 
< it is in the power of "ROY one 
to be happy. 

cc Heav'ns !” exclaĩimed en | 
« what an aſſertion!“ 

«© I mean it is in the power of 
«every one to cure his own ws a 
* erades.” 

O for the receipt 1 ſaid «he 

n e 


« 182 9 
e It is an old and ſimple one, | 
100 and has been uſed with ſucceſs by 
* the wiſe of all ages. Deſire no- 
_« thing beyond your reach, Al 
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J bappineſs is ſeated in content. 
1 HY Prepoſterous and abſurd,” he 
| [ at * how can I prevent my de- 
Wl „ "_ ? ; Beſides, if they are in- 
| | « nocent, why ſhould not the in- x 
1 | 1 « dulgence of them tend to make | | 
I! „me happy? I am of opinion, 
« that, in general, our happinefs 
'* depends. on otbers rather than 
« ourſelves.” 1* * 

* How unenviable then, I faid, 
t are they who refuſe to diſtribute 
« their bleſſings! Were it equal- 
75 N in my e to make another 
ans Ho 1 happy 
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Si ada or Fetched, ſurely Feoula 
not heſitate” a moment. 5 
O fiſter of my deareſt mend * 
Carlos exclaimed, ſuddenly throw - 
ing himſelf at my feet, ce then 7big 
« noment muſt decide my fate; 
c“ for on you alone it depends to 
© make me happy or miſerable for 
ever. Why, then, ſhould Tl6ng- 
4 e er conceal my feelings? Julia, 
e hen] firſt beheld your charms, 1 
z « gdmired you; ; when I ſaw the 
Y «ſweetneſs of your diſpoſition, I 
3 C“ did more, I efteemed you. And, 
E J I became acquainted with 
N | te your heart, I loved you. This 
e sds the ſhort undiſguiſed hiſtory 
of my paſſion. Ah! if T have 
13 „ & offended 
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5 offended vou by this e a 
xc claration vo % 5 
will not hn offended,” I in- 
terrupted. * will not miſcon- 


er ceive you. I am far above co- 
d quetry. Truth is my guide on 
e every occaſion, and my guard 
« js innocence. Carlos, you have 
mme 


_ fore ſuſpected. What ſhall 1 
<« ſay farther? You are the pre- 


<« ſerver of my brother. Have 1 
« not ſeen your tenderneſs to him 


e during his illneſs? Have I not 


seven {cen you ſhed tears? Ah! 
« be aſſured, I could not obſerve 
« your affection for Orlando with» 
ce Out the tendereſt emotions.“ 
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In Continuation. 


| Exceſs of joy prevents me from 
finiſhing my narrative. O my a- 
miable ſiſter! this is probably the 


laſt letter I ſhall write to you. We 


have juſt received accounts from 


Warſaw that your deliverance is 
agreed upon, and will take place in 


2 few weeks. Carlos has pretend- 


ed buſineſs to Orlando, and is gone 
thithcr to learn more of this happy 


event. After all our ſorrows, how 
_ Joyful will be our ſucceeding days! 
1 ſhall begin to count the hours 
and minutes till you return. With 
What tranſport ſhall I ſpring for- 
ward to meet you after ſo long and 


ſo painful an abſence ! 
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ORLANDO TO SERAPHINA, 
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ERAPHINA, come to me in- 
ſtantly! By heaven, I will 


KA —— 
r nere 22 — 

— IO - —— — — ways, 4 ny oor po 

— Rees — nt ne; * NE 2 


Wes 2 
5 * — - — — — — rg — 
. me rw coo gg EE _ — \ — — —— 
2 — 7 > 6, 2 gon — * — —— - > 
. r 1 2 , wy 2 b oo — — r 8 4 ls — RJ Mn — r «os — 
2 — — cvs 4 —— . 5 , * 0 — ws , Jo" — * ys - 2 = — — 
I 8 A NN RRC tryna; 0 __y — — — — 
— 2 — j — — 2 p * . Pang 5 


. 2 . . 2 1) 
5 A 5 n 
5 * is at IR. eee 
: 
* 


r 


not live another day without you! 


— 
- unn 


How am I to account for your un- 
reaſonable conduct? Why will 
you obſtinately continue at Lem- 
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burg ? ? Why will you not come 1 
near me? Oh! if you could know 
the pangs I have endured ſince our 


cruel parting, — the agonies that 
1 1 "I now rend 1 my boſom, — indeed you 
14 would pity me. You would fly to 
| . my 
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my arms, and ſoothe me with the 
tears of compaſſion | 


Surely, Seraphina, you cannot 


have ceaſed to love Orlando. You 


cannot have renounced the faithful 
companion of your fortunes. You 
cannot fo ſoon have forgotten the 


precious hours we have paſſed to- 


gether, our days of uninterrupted 


happineſs. Heaven is my witneſs 


you are dearer to me than when I 
| firſt received you bluſhing to my 
arms. | 


Keep me no n fruggling 


with the pangs of death. Let me 


behold you once more. Tell me 
why you have deſerted me, and I 


vill try to be ſatisfied, 


9 


But 


5 2 
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But do not perfiſt in delay. Be- 
ware how you continue to Heat me 9 
with negle&,—for I ſwear, by heu- 
ven and eurth, if you G5 nö Come 
er exiſt. I will pierce” che heart 


which your cruelty would other= 
wiſe break! 


— — 


bg TER XXXIL 


' SERAPHINA TO' ORLANDO.” 


WILL obey your cömmanlk | 

deareſt partner of my boſom. 
I will fly to you with rapture. Oh! 
be aſſured Seraphina loves you with | 
unbounded” affection: ſhe lan- 
guiſhes to behold you! e mourns © 


for 
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for every tedious minute that paſſes. | 
Hut, by the love you bear me, 1 
conjure you not to be impatient. 
T' will haſten to you: I will admi- 
miſter your medicines, and recruit” 
your waſted ſpirits. I will not diſ- 
turb you with the exceſs of my 
tranſport, All day long will I 
gaze upon you with delight, and 


preſs you to my faithful boſom. 
Alas, rave! I vill not deceive 
you. I cannot come to you —1 
am <vith Holden, —impriſoned,—enſla- 
ved by a vile, a deſpicable, ty- 
rant. 1 groan under a load of 
cruelty and oppreſſion. 
Orlando, I have ſuffered much 
f ſince I ſaw | you. laſt. You can 
1.357385 17751 have 
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have no conception of my miſery. 


My cries, my tears, my ſorrows, 


would pierce your heart! But Ju- 


Jia tells me my ſufferings will ſoon. 


be at an end, that my deliverance. 


is near. Pray for me, Orlando! 


pray heaven to haſten the happy 


moment ! 


LETTER MI. 


ORLANDO TO SERAPHINA. 


Will do more than pray: I will 


bleed, I will die for you, — 1 


will revenge your injuries! 


lh 


O venge r recious ven- 


3 


geance! 02 aÞ =y 


wn. 
| END POL, I. . 
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